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Abstract

This study examines the impact of natural and human challenges on the
economy of Homs between the 3rd and 9th centuries AH, relying on the
accounts of Arab Muslim historians and travelers. The research analyzes the
effects of recurrent natural disasters—such as earthquakes, floods, droughts,
frost, and locust invasions—on agricultural productivity, urban structures,
and market stability. It also investigates the demographic and economic
consequences of widespread epidemics that led to significant population
decline and labor shortages. In parallel, the study explores the influence of
human factors, including Crusader incursions, internal conflicts, and Bedouin
raids, which disrupted trade routes, weakened rural infrastructure, and
undermined economic security. Using a historical - analytical descriptive
method, the research concludes that the cumulative interaction of

environmental and political pressures produced long- term economic
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fragility in Homs and shaped its developmental trajectory across six

centuries.
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