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Summary

During the presidency of Dwight Eisenhower from 1953 to 1961, the
Middle East witnessed major transformations in American foreign
policy, especially with the spread of the Cold War and attempts to
contain Soviet influence and Nasserist Arab nationalism. In this
context, the Palestinian refugee crisis that arose after the 1948 war
represented a major humanitarian and political challenge, as
hundreds of thousands of Palestinians flowed to Jordan, about half a
million people, and Lebanon, about a hundred thousand, most of
whom live in Poor camps and suffering from a lack of basic
services. The United States focused its economic aid on supporting
the governments in these two countries, not only to provide
humanitarian relief, but also to enhance political stability and prevent
the spread of radical ideas among the refugees who were vulnerable
to recruitment into anti-Western movements. American aid to Jordan
began intensively in 1957 after Washington declared that Jordan’s
independence and unity were its vital interests, especially after the
withdrawal of British support, as it provided budget support grants
amounting to 25 million dollars in the fiscal year 1957-1958 and 43

million in 1958-1959. This money covered about 28 percent of
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Jordan’s expenses and helped fill the deficit resulting from
absorbing the refugees who constituted a major economic burden on
the country’s limited resources. It also contributed to development
programs such as building roads and facilities, but the political
aspect was clear, as the aid was aimed at supporting the moderate
regime of King Hussein and preventing it from falling under the
influence of Nasserism or communism, especially with The
presence of armed Palestinian groups inside Jordan that threatened
stability. In Lebanon, the situation was similar, as American aid was
part of the Eisenhower Doctrine, which was announced in 1957 and
pledged to provide economic and military aid to countries threatened
by communism during the 1958 crisis, which witnessed an internal
sectarian rebellion that was partly linked to the presence of
Palestinian refugees who contributed to social tensions. The United
States provided economic aid to support the government of
President Camille. Chamoun and prevented its collapse, as aid
amounted to about tens of milions to improve the economy and
provide services to the population, including refugees, , The United
States was also the largest financier of the Relief and Works
Organization  for  Palestinian  Refugees  UNRWA, which  was

established in 1949, as it contributed up to 70 percent of its budget
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in the 1950s, and it provided direct humanitarian relief such as food,
health care, and education for refugees in Jordan and Lebanon to
alleviate their suffering, but this support also served political goals by
preventing the refugees from turning into a revolutionary force that
might threaten regional stability and strengthen Soviet influence in

the region.
Keywords:

(Us economic assistance - Palestinian refugee crisis — Jordan -
Lebanon — Eisenhower era — Unrwa — Humanitarian relief — political

containment)
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