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Abstract

During the Aghlabid era, Ifrigiya withessed an exceptional urban renaissance"
driven by political stability and financial abundance, alongside an urgent need
to fortify the frontiers. This facilitated the integration of Abbasid Mashriqi
influences with the local Roman and Byzantine heritage. This renaissance
manifested in advanced civil architecture, represented by the construction of
fortified royal cities such as Al-Abbasiyya and Raqqada, which included
palaces, orchards, and manufacturing workshops. Religious architecture also
flourished through the construction of enduring congregational mosques, like
the Great Mosque of Kairouan and the Al-Zaytuna Mosque, distinguished by
their innovative mihrabs, minarets, and domes. To protect the state, military
architecture emerged through robust coastal ribats, such as those of Sousse
and Monastir, which were equipped with fortified watchtowers and thick walls.

Finally, the Aghlabids crowned their engineering genius with unique public
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and hydraulic structures, most notably the massive Basins of Kairouan,

designed to collect water and secure the daily needs of the population

Keywords: Architecture — Aghlabids — Ifrigiya — Islamic
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