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Graduate Student: Achraf Assad Taha

Supervised: Prof. Dr. Hossam Jameel Al-Nayef

Abstract:

Throughout the centuries, the Levant (Natural Syria) has served as a
crossroads of cultural and political interaction, placing it at the center of major
transformations prior to its subjection to the French Mandate. Its strategic
position — linking the continents of Asia, Africa, and Europe—made it a
principal arena for rivalry among the colonial powers.

The Eastern Question (1832-1920) fundamentally addressed the future of
the Arab lands under Ottoman rule within this broader geopolitical context.
In pursuit of establishing a powerful Islamic state capable of counterbalancing
competing powers, Muhammad Ali Pasha adopted expansionist policies to
assert control over the Levant.(1840-1832)

These developments brought to light the stances of the major colonial
powers—particularly Britain, Austria, and Russia—all of which opposed the
emergence of a strong economic and military state ruled by Muhammad Ali
along vital trade routes. Additionally, the profound religious significance of the
region, as the cradle of monotheistic faiths, further reinforced its influence on

the history of the region and the world.

Keywords: Levant, Eastern Question, Muhammad Ali, Ottoman Empire
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