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Ghazna in the Age of Sedition: The Policy of Sultan Mawdud
ibn Mas'ud between the Legacy of the Father and the
Challenges of Survival (432-440 AH / 1041-1048 CE)

Abstract:

This research examines the policy of Sultan Mawdud ibn Mas'ud al-
Ghaznawi during his seven-year reign between 432 and 440 AH, a period that
followed the murder of his father Mas'ud at the hands of army mutineers. The
research seeks to deconstruct the nature of that policy, in which Mawdud was
compelled to balance between the legacy of his forefathers, built upon expansion
and conquests, and the fractured reality of the state, which imposed upon him
retrenchment and the defense of his domain. The research is divided into three
main sections: the first section addresses the structure of the Ghaznavid legacy in
its military, economic, administrative, geographical, and moral dimensions, and
demonstrates how this legacy transformed from an element of strength into a
heavy burden in times of civil strife. The second section examines the internal and
external challenges that Mawdud faced, foremost among them the revolts of the
Turkish commanders, the familial conflict with his uncle 'Abd al-Rashid, and the
Seljuk advance that cost him Khurasan and other western provinces, while
analyzing Mawdud's strategies in confronting these challenges, which alternated
between suppression and intimidation on one hand, and calculated withdrawal and
concentration on the center on the other. The third section addresses the means of
legitimization and royal administration that Mawdud employed, including his
reliance upon his lineage to Mahmud, his cultivation of scholars and jurists, his
use of titles, sermons, and regal displays, and an administrative policy based on
balancing the Persians and Turks, while sometimes applying harsh punishments
and other times granting pardons. The research concludes that Mawdud was a
shrewd statesman who realized that survival was preferable to adventurism, thus
transforming the state from a sprawling empire into a regional kingdom centered
on Ghazna and Bukhara, thereby delaying the complete collapse of the state.
Despite the brevity of his reign, he represents a unique model of a ruler who faced
a comprehensive structural crisis and attempted, with his limited means, to hold
the reins of power in an age rife with seditions and unsettled loyalties.

Keywords: Ghazna, Mawdud ibn Mas'ud, Seljuks, Ghaznavid Legacy, Age of
Sedition.
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