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(Prisoners of War in the Ottoman Era (1519-1830)
(A Comparative Study between Algeria and Italy)
‘Dr. Ali Ibrahim
—Abstract—

During the Ottoman era, the Mediterranean served as a theater of both conflict
and interaction between its northern and southern shores—a realm where
trade mingled with warfare, alliances with confrontation, and captivity with
exchange. Captives were central figures in these intricate dynamics; far from
being mere casualties of military operations, they became active participants
in complex diplomatic, economic, and cultural networks. Comparing the
experiences of Algiers and ltaly regarding captives during the Ottoman period
offers a fertile ground for exploring the diversity and complexity of this
phenomenon. This is particularly significant given Algiers' position as an

Ottoman *eyalet* (province) in the central Maghreb, contrasted with Italy’s

“Associate Professor — Department of History — Specialization in Modern and
Contemporary History— Faculty of Arts and Humanities — Latakia University — Latakia
— Syria.
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status as a collection of competing states and principalities spanning the

northern and eastern Mediterranean shores. This research seeks to move
beyond the traditional narrative that reduces the issue of captives to the
frameworks of maritime *jihad* or piracy, shifting instead toward a structural
and comparative analysis that elucidates the similarities and differences in
captivity systems, detention conditions, and the mechanisms of ransom and

exchange.

Keywords: prisoners, Ottoman era, Algeria, Italy, prisons
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