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Prostitutes in the Roman Empire
(27 B. C- 200 A. D)

The search summary in English

This research studies the nature of the life of prostitutes and their
activities in the Roman Empire during the time period between 27
BC - 200 AD. Prostitutes were strongly present in the Roman
Empire, so the terms that the Romans used to refer to them
multiplied, as did their categories and ranks. There were concubines
who achieved great wealth and chose their clients from the elite of
Roman society.

There were the brothel prostitutes who were mostly slaves and were
therefore powerless, and finally there were the prostitutes who were
mostly old and paid very little.

In fact, the reasons that led some women in the Roman Empire to
enter the profession of prostitution were multiple, as most of the
prostitutes were women who suffered from poverty and poor
financial returns, and some of them were from the slave class;
Therefore, they practiced the profession of prostitution forcibly, in
addition to the unwillingness of some Roman families to raise their
female children and to throw them in the streets, which made
brothels the only place that embraced them and ensured their care
so that they would work in the future as prostitutes.

Just as there were many categories of prostitutes, so were the wages
charged by each category of them. The prices charged by
prostitutes ranged from hundreds of pieces of gold and luxury gifts
to one or two pieces of ace.

In addition to the prostitutes, there were people who ran brothels
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and paid the tax imposed on the work of prostitutes. These were the
pimps that Roman society knew, and the Romans referred to them
by several names.

Considering that the prostitution trade was a profitable business;
Therefore, the Roman government worked to organize it and to
obtain a portion of the profits it generated by imposing a specific
tax, that tax is proven in literary and archaeological evidence.

Despite the great demand for prostitutes in Roman society, that
society dealt with them with contempt and Roman law viewed them
as evil, incompetent women, and the Romans criminalized every
woman or man involved in the trade of prostitution to the extent
that they were prevented from marrying free citizens.

Keywords: prostitutes, prostitutes, prostitutes, brothels, courtesans,
Rome, pimps, slaves, tax, women, Roman society, Roman writers.
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Adams. J. N: Words for Prostitute’ in Latin, Rheinisches Museum fur

Philologiea, No. 126, 1983, pp 321-

358.

! Berg . R, Neudecker. R: The Roman Courtesan, Archaeological reflections of a

literary topos, Acta Instituti Romani Finlandiae, Roma, 2018, p 66.
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Livy: History of Rome, 1, 4, 7.

* Mcginn. T. A. J: The Economy of Prostitution in The Roman World, the

university of Michigan press, 2004, pp 7- 8.

> Berg . R: Neudecker. R; op, cit, p 66.

23



(#200 -p.(3 27)  (Alag ) sushl ) panll b L)

Gl geadd gl Y A allaad)
o pe by (OSuie) Gl mllaadll e &) 54y ¢(SCOMtUM)a i) S
AU jobadll 8 eas)5 ai DA e 4 Y] callaadll 13 doal 2085 dysraa
S L) Jsti Laxie (gl caand) () )LaY) die aadind oIS 48 JY oY) ey 43l
chiadl Gsexiing 15 Gl Gl apdl sy se WoL(elale
(S I5Y)

S daall ey C(Amica)Sud "olSE mlll alliaddl Al G
Gexbls Wl e (A1 28 Gy (Pniandl ) 5L 358 pazlidy cdialial
O plag V) seanll b DilSay Db

D) e i) (prostituere)mllaas ) clia 5)LEY) (gy9 0l g

e (30 Byaledll 231 @lalll i (prostitutes)cbaladl i Ll allaas &

e Gl sy glall 8 gl Gl (prostare) dadl e Buis g

Lladl &1 U daaly syl o Daalall (SWY1 s sl ol (prostituere) Jasl

acadiul Al mllacadl g 1y eliiul (5 Ge ey ge S Aald dalu G

bl lemp Al Agpenll U U Lave Gessgugn legdl gl
Ol e (41 ~37)(Caligula)yseis

el ey calias Lol Jaad o) Gl ccilallacadll o3a duln A (e
dae e by culall e K gl LS clelee Sy clguilKag alall

! Lundgren. A. K: The Pastime of Venus, An Archaeological Investegation of
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Humanities, University of Oslo, 2014, p2.
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4 Stumpp. B. E: Prostitution in der rémischen Antike, Akademie Verlag, Berlin,

1998, p 22.

> Suetonius: Lives of the Caesars, Caligula, XL.
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! Merlin. A : Le temple d’Apollon a Bulla Regia. Paris, 1908, p 10.; Trimble. J:
The Zoninus Collar and the Archaeology of Roman Slavery, American Journal of
Archaeology, Vol. 120, No. 3, July, 2016, p 455.

2 Corpus Inscriptionum Latinarum, 92029. ; lzquierdo. A. L : La Prostitucion En
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Palacios, Facultad De Filosofia Y Letras, Universidad De Cadiz, 2021, p 36.
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2 Knapp. R: invisible romans, Prostitutes, outlaws, slaves, gladiators, ordinary
men and women.... the Romans that history forgot, Profile Books Ltd, London,
2011, p 208.; Stumpp. B. E : op, cit, p 39.

162 U= e les N pumall (b e G lall Gl ¢ L3

29



(#200 -p.(3 27)  (Alag ) sushl ) panll b L)

s el shall Lisally 5y@all AY) ¢ Dsasdh Wl LB Capall e Gl
ey ety Loaf L Al ¢ ol b Gapy (Cipdleliadl G el Caaim
T " . . . .- ol e - - 1 »t P o
(ax:ia ML@...J\) A Jaé Lf\s);.a L'J:u\)sj\ R g g1 O\Shiag ( B )).u& Oy \.@.\}3
.(1)“051.'\\}55\ 3}5

b Ll V) el bl ) ) agan dalall oda Gl e a2 )l) e
sy e ) pleall Aiga b Jaall Bpuntll (mny pds & Ll ale 53 o Bysa
Oslers 33) i s Lk Bledl) Cud g kel Ll ) a3l
LS gl Lelia jaae plaisy el Lo oy gl (lasdy 20 ol Lgild Gl eaia
did (e (8 pleall iy b olee ) s Ll aan oK) Al 4l dalall oda s
DY) e Gt aad QIS i caal

el s il dage ddais ) il Eolall sda Bl el ) ol

Gl Gusang Lol ) palad) O @iy (Lbal)l Gph g ) Glgaally
A8 Gl aay Alend) Gany piai il Ll (il (e QY ey B e
pan dian 8 Gall (olall Gl (Jill salall oda suae OIS 138 Ll sas
Elsdll 3 olens B8 LI LA agie Jle A gaually syl slghaal)

Oy (e O Gl

oo bl e TbA 4 D e e DAl s dadl) salel) o3,

L pd ) cplaal 2 ) clbaend) Olis sl (oIS 5t yle ] digs

s3] A ol e U8 cleng) Case e pelind G pgad 2 3 4 pleal
:(Corinna) Ly ey il sall

sea) Jlall lopass (A dlasd (s onll Aadl i) Aansy Lol 3my o

! Bagnall. R. S: Egypt in Late Antiquity, Princeton University Press, Princeton,
New Jersey, 1993, pp 197, 198.

30



Lo laia¥l g 4d)_gal) g Ay L) & ghadl Aluda duaayl) dzala daa
e (g 3 2023 ale 11 222l 45 alaal)

slig b Lalil s laligals ) graal) Jam 4 Glia ¥ L (3ledl 3 Llee
duhs daansy widy OIS 5Ll a8 e oS Ladie o 25 Ly (K o) ol lallg
Caad 4ilig ey L (Philipinos) Lssisld Jie A3 @llia 06 o) (i) Jsdy 21358
L e e lide aap Jile Jilie 4%ylaey 4dlvieg 43GS am
(el agy ) ehil 6 L Jinf oLy cgilalag Jagdl) g 8 Slee Caaag

D oal B A aa gl Q) sl AR phall il | el cadd S8

‘;}” J.t;i L.gll\ g._u_;a]\ LﬁJLd\ @AJJ\ )@_L-:q u\:ﬁ}l odjji L Cj ‘CA\)S\}

s lls ise am Leagsy aldll Jaall @lsdl an e (Crobyle)dus S ey

V) captue Al ol G o Al ledsdae T Y) cdee e dug S e o
comesaS Janlly Ll g L8] ) Lgnds (53

(Cpalual aud il ey ady 8 ) Jale a0 ekt jaT ool jaae

(Dl S8l o all) (Artemidorus) s yamd)l Alsdl Calall sa jaadl 13

pleall Dge (B deall ding) aday Jloyy day led psis dnpe A o0
PR clganyny Aapad) Ala) o3a . el Aal agys (g Jind

Lo phaill aalll wany el b el aing) gumal aif olay Ja)

sha ) aiagy Jayl) e aE L. alad Loy s adl ala WS LTS ey Giads
.(2)“ 3“ )Afy\ ;‘«1.5.1;\ . i euls

QLY e A -3

QLY s A oshbadl Gum Sleg )l — SUsll aainall lag A
O8N Led adad Ly ydll e Aled adinall @l pap Jr cBias gl

! Lucian: Dialogues of the Courtesans, VI.
% Artemidorus: The interpretation of dreams, V, 2.

31



(#200 -p.(3 27)  (Alag ) sushl ) panll b L)

Vs b olagyll s LYY iy i Al (Y 2wy slie Batian aaal) a5l
Al (8 oy & i) Jdes Pansa lealsd aasSsis aelihl dug i
oalaill U Jleg ) paiaal) 8 5y Ol o I culad 2t Gl ¢Canazal)
Tbesy oy O Y aisl Slep ) el iy O Al oS Jla 3 gl 0
18558 s sVsl AYYT g a1 ABU La) oIS aly delal) 4ty
OIS Jla 8 ahsall A pgd s ¥ Al pgelinsd G Jliel Ll S5 agdpa

A

3 Y dg oW Gan oy o Ly Sl 450 jaliadll daias,

e (Ll —ligd)(Oxyrhynchus) (ssaipaSsl 4 81 clle i

13 dalall 3 o L Lo dalall aing3l oy LS Al (geias 435 e

aagdsall o3 O ma ¥ Sles Plgie sl lgled ¢ 8 813 o<y el o

Libpea oy colidl 550 8 Joadl Wjrae IS conall daked 3 S5 sla il
R TIPS PN [RCIPETR [ POV S N g - PP P PRIV P I E 1WA

o2l oyn Lo Lol sy all Alahall a4 a5 G Sy @A jaaall 128
cllaglll GUY) J3ad e dage laglae jabad) ol Laisd 3 Al jaladll

dasls Alae (5200 -p.3 27) sV pand) &zl JULY) Ale ) 1 g Gune cdena !
18 1702 22022 ¢(8) 2221l ¢(44) Alaall (Cual)
seal g el ) ALE e i Al ) A 2 Y1 G dan i gl 1 adla sl i 2
o JULYI e sed (uald £.2840m 21947 LAl dypeadl i€l s cxiul il
((orall 3 Sl gl Y Al () g )l ) seanll 4l (ga) @il G jrall 23 aaine
12020 « 5 all coalsll jumdl ada ng il Aaala cag ja (525 ) dena 1B EL ol ) 50 da g bl
€186 -83 U= 2021
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A Geomorphological Field Study of the
Subterranean Cut-Off in Al Hossein
River Basin

Dr. Said Ibrahim’

ABSTRACT

In this research and for the first time, one of the Kkarstic
geomorphological phenomena called (Subterranean Cut-Off) has been
identified. This geomorphological phenomenon leads to disappeared river
water into underground at some locations then appeared at other location
towards estuary. During this study we located the locations of these
subterranean Cut-Offs at Al Hossein River basin and at the basins of its
main two tributaries namely (Qais River and Al Balutah River) existing of
these subterranean Cut-Offs at rivers basins leads to the occurrence of
non-continuous river runoff clearly during the Summer.

The result of this study was to determine three locations of
subterranean Cut-Offs at Qais River basin and other three locations at Al
Balutah River basin, while at Al Hossein lower riverbed (after the
confluence place) one subterranean cut-off has been located. At the end of
the research, we also presented an explanation for the presence of a
narrow river valley at the lower part of Al Hossein Riverbed, by revealing
the presence of a subterranean cut-off in this place, which converts the
surface runoff of the river into an underground runoff, which weakens the
erosion activity of the river and does not allow it to form a wide river
valley.

Keywords: Subterranean Cut-Off, Al Hossein River Basin, Karstic
Cavern, Qais River, Al Balutah River.

" Associate Professor (geologist) in the Department of Geography, Faculty of Arts and
Humanities; Tartous University, Syria.
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The Image of Arab Tribes in Lawrence of
Arabia 1962

Abstract

This research paper aims to discuss the image of Arab tribes in
the film Lawrence of Arabia. The research explores the
misrepresentation of Arabs in the film in which they are shown as
savages, uncivilized and stupid in addition to focusing on their
inability to rule themselves. The film includes some rare scenes that
depict a few positive images of Arabs but the prevailing depiction is
negative itself. The research also explores the role of T. E.
Lawrence in the Middle East after he'd been sent to Arabia as a
liaison officer and shows that Lawrence's role was significant in the
Arab revolt against the Turks. The film also shows Lawrence as a
super hero and that without him the Arabs couldn't have won
because of their supposed inability to become an independent
nation.

Key words: Orientalism, Arabs, Lawrence, misrepresentation,
colonization.
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The representation of Orientals, referring to individuals descending
from Asian countries, in Hollywood films has long been a topic of
discussion and controversy. Over the years, Hollywood has been
able to successfully shape popular stereotypes that now surround
these individuals. By analyzing some films and their portrayal of
Orientals, we can notice how this representation developed and

how the Orientals face difficulties because of those stereotypes.

Regardless of ethnicity or religion of the colonized, the
colonizer's main interest is to control the people he's trying to
subjugate. The colonizer's intentions might not be revealed because
he may try to show good intentions with no benefits, but at the end
he wants his share of the cake. In Lawrence of Arabia, however, the
British seem to offer financial and military help to the Arabs just to
have them as allies to defeat their mutual enemy, the Turks.
Actually there were secret intentions and agreements between the
allies themselves to take over Arabia behind the Arabs' back as soon
as they get rid of the Turks with the help of the Arabs who are
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betrayed at the end. In order to achieve this, the British decided to
send one of their elite military crafts, Major Lawrence. Lawrence's
life inspired many authors to write about his adventurous journeys

in the desert of Arabia.

From the very beginning, the movie starts with the image of a
memorial statue for T. E. Lawrence. This image tells us how
glorious and great he was in the eyes of the West. In the first scene
we see that when a journalist asked Mr. Bentley, the American
journalist who told the story of Lawrence's great adventures in the
East, about the hero, he stated that he "was a poet, a scholar, and a
mighty warrior"(00:04:25-00:04:30). An officer who has met
Lawrence in Arabia before described him as “the most extraordinary
man " he "ever knew", but his friend wondered " but did he really
deserve a place, in here?"(00:03:28-00:03:42). This prestigious
picture of Lawrence isn't reflected only in the media, but also in
literature. Many Western authors see Lawrence as a great man who
has done a magnificent achievement for both Britain and the Middle

East. Some writers even see that he was among those who helped
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form the twentieth century, as David Fromkin, an American
historian, says in his book A Peace to end all Peace: "Lloyd George,
Woodrow Wilson, Kitchener of Khartoum, Lawrence of Arabia,
Lenin, Stalin, and Mussolini—men who helped shape the twentieth
century"[4]19. Another writer who glorifies Lawrence and his role
in Arabia is Alexie Vasiliev, a Russian Arabist and Africanist, as he
mentions in his The History of Saudi Arabia that "the British
propaganda needed heroes and Lawrence was the ideal
candidate"[10]28. Also, according to Jeffery Meyers, professor of
English in the University of Colorado, Lawrence has introduced the
alienated and marginalized Middle East to the rest of the world. In
his T. E. Lawrence, Soldier, Writer, Legend: New Essays, Meyers
describes Lawrence as a great "warrior" who was able to bring
victory to the Arab people who are described as an "alien race", or

as Meyers says,

He transformed himself from an obscure archeologist with no
military experience into a brilliant strategist and warrior who

inspired the victory and independence of an alien race. At the
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postwar conferences in Paris and Cairo, through the force of
his personality and the example of his integrity, Lawrence
persuaded the political leaders to "settle" the Middle East in
accordance with his ideas and to place the Hashemite emirs on

the thrones of Transjordan and Irag. [6]1
The film Lawrence of Arabia, however, introduced T. E.
Lawrence to the whole world and served to make him one of the
most famous men in the 20" century in addition to presenting him
as a war hero, or as David Murphy says in his book Lawrence of
Arabia: Leadership, Strategy, Conflict that the film was a
"cinematic sensation". Actually, Murphy himself criticizes the film
saying that it had its "historical simplifications and omission"”, he

writes

Lawrence’s life has also always provided inspiration for works
of fiction and drama. In 1960 Terence Rattigan’s play Ross
was greeted with acclaim on the London stage, with Alec
Guinness in the title role. But it was David Lean’s 1962 film

Lawrence of Arabia that reintroduced Lawrence to the wider
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world. With Peter O’Toole as an unlikely Lawrence (at over

6ft, O’Toole was much taller than the real Lawrence), the film

became a cinematic sensation, despite its historical
simplifications and omissions. [7]59

Lawrence of Arabia (1962), COL. A David Lean film. Peter

O’Toole, Alec Guinness, Omar Sharif, Anthony Quinn. SP: Robert

Bolt, Michael Wilson, based on T. E. Lawrence’s writings. D:

David Lean.

Lawrence of Arabia is one of the rare films that show some
normal pictures of an Arab character, so, it would be unfair to look
subjectively at the film and focus only on the negative
representation of Arabs in it. One of the positive scenes is the one
inside Faisal's tent. Instead of seeing the typical scenes of belly
dancers and erotic women with the prince inside the tent, we see a
group of men listening to an old man reciting from the Koran, which
is something we don't usually notice in most of Hollywood films.
We can also see the generosity of Arabs when they give a gown and

a headdress to Lawrence which he accepts gratefully. He becomes
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happy when he wears the Arab outfit and he even refuses to change
it when he goes back to Cairo to meet the British generals.
Lawrence seems also interested in making good personal
relationships with Arabs which we can see in his relationship with
Sherif Ali, Ouda Abu Tai and his two young Arab servants. We can
learn more about Lawrence's fascination with Arabs by reading
Mentality and Thought, a book by Durst Andersen who claims that
Lawrence was charmed with the desert tribesmen and their traits

stating that

Lawrence was deeply fascinated with the desert warriors that
he lived and fought with during the First World War. He loved
the brotherhood of men, their loyalty to principles of blood
and honor among them, and he felt profoundly ashamed of his
nation when Britain did not deliver an Arab Kingdom after the

war. [1]123
Images of brave Arabs facing the scorching sun of the desert are
shown, too. But this displaying of favorable pictures of Arabs

doesn't last long, multiple negative depictions invade the film.
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Calling them with names such as “savages" and "sheep stealers"
might give us some hints about the prevailing images of Arabs in
this film. When assigned to his military task as a liaison officer,
Lawrence stated that his trip in the desert "is going to be fun"
(00:12:23-00:12:26), implying that dealing with Arabs is a silly and
enjoyable process that takes no effort, which indicates that they are

not to be taken seriously.

In order to be able to play his role effectively, Lawrence starts
adapting really well to the desert life by eating Bedouin food and
learning nomadic habits. He had already studied the place and its
people in minute detail even before heading there. It is easy to
recognize that from his conversation with the Arab that
accompanied him on his way to meet prince Feisal at first. When the
Arab tries to tell Lawrence about the tribe that he descends from,
Lawrence immediately states that the man was a " Hazimi of the
Beni Salem™(00:19:30-00:19:33). This tells us something about the

mentality of the colonizer really well, which appears to be studying,
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analyzing and examining the targeted people before colonizing or

invading them.

In order to appear more Arab-like, Lawrence began to learn more
about Arab life and customs, learning to ride a camel was one of
them, too. When Lawrence and his Arab friend reached the
Masturah well, the Arab told him that the well belonged to the
Harith tribe and the "Harith are dirty people” (00.22.05/00.22.09).
At this very moment we can see that this film focuses more on the
dark side of Arab tribes which seems to be based on hatred and
hostility. This idea is apparent as we see Lawrence's Arab friend
killed by another fellow, Ali 1bn Alkharish, or Sherif Ali, who shot
the man dead because of the crime of drinking water from a well
that didn't belong to his tribe. Ironically, the murderer saw no
problem with Lawrence ,the British, drinking from their well, but it
appeared to be a criminal action to let an Arab fellow avoid death of
dehydration, stating that "the Hazimi may not drink at our

well"(00:27:52-00:27:56).
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This is the image of tribes the west is trying to convey, showing
that they are just barbaric creatures that fight and kill all the time
ignoring all the positive habits and traits that those tribes have, such
as honor, generosity, remarkable hospitality, helping others and so
many other good habits. Generosity, for example, is one of the well-
known qualities for Arabs, but the "well" scene shows the exact
opposite. Also, leaving the murdered man's body unburied is a
preposterous action. The message behind inserting such hideous
scenes into the film is apparently to increase hatred against Arabs.
In his Reel Bad Arabs, Jack G. Shaheen, a writer and lecturer

specializing in addressing racial and ethnic stereotypes, states that

Ali greets them by shooting Lawrence’s guide dead. The
enraged Lawrence shouts, "He was my friend." Then,
Lawrence delivers a soliloquy on Bedouin blood feuds:
saying, "Sherif Ali, so long as the Arabs fight tribe against
tribe, so long will they remain a little people, a silly people,
greedy, barbarous and cruel, as you are." Ali and Lawrence

ride off, leaving the guide’s body unattended in the desert
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heat. As James E. Akins, former US ambassador to Saudi
Arabia, writes: “Ali’s shooting of Lawrence’s guide for
drinking water from his well—this is inconceivable.” Akins is
correct. Hospitality is a sacred duty for Bedouin. The killing
of the Bedouin at Ali’s well is not in Lawrence’s Seven Pillars

of Wisdom. [9]538

Therefore, the film creators appear to play with the historical
facts and misrepresent what really happened back then. They use
Lawrence's Seven Pillars of Wisdom to make the film but they don't
use it honestly. They seem to be using only what serves their
message, add false scenes and omit what doesn't conform with their

hidden aims, just like the "well" scene.

Scenes that show the Arabs as primitive and backward are
recurrent in this film. When the tribes under Feisal's leadership were
attacked by a Turkish military plane, we hear the lieutenant who
was with Lawrence saying that those Arabs "do not understand what
modern weapons do" (00:33:00). We see prince Feisal raises his
sword and points it up towards the planes trying hopelessly to scare
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them away. We also see men and women screaming and running
aimlessly to escape the attack. It could be true, however, that Arab
tribes had no modern weapons at that time, but showing them
fighting bullets with swords is apparently to introduce them as silly
and stupid people who want to fight against heavy weapons with
rusty swords. Such scenes help distorting the image of Arabs and

present them as useless people.

In order to proceed with his plans, Lawrence made an agreement
with some of the Arab tribes to attack the Turkish garrison in
Agaba. One of the tribe leaders, Auda Abu Tai, agreed to go on with
the attack only when he was promised with gold. But when they got
there, Auda got furious because there was no gold there and said
that gold was his only motivation and not for any patriotic or noble
reason. Auda also brags about the 75 men he had killed during his
lifetime (01.29.25/01.29.30), which makes the viewer aware of the
brutality of those Arabs who are shown as uncivilized savages. It is
also worth mentioning that the Turks paid Auda gold only not to

fight them, but when he was promised more gold from Lawrence,
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he agreed to fight against the Turks (01.30.50/01.31.00 ). Arab tribe
leaders who are known to be honest and noble people, are shown

here as greedy and dim-witted.

When Jasim, a desert man who was saved once by Lawrence,
Kills one of his own tribesmen because of "ancient blood" between
the two, Lawrence decides to murder Jasim by himself in order to
avoid a "tribal blood bath" (01.35.58/01.36.05) It is undeniable that
revenge was a bad habit among Arab tribes and that it leads to
endless acts of unnecessary bloodshed, but again, focusing on the
bad side of the tribes helps to distort the image of the Orient and its

dwellers.

Other scenes that depict how Arab tribes look in Lawrence of
Arabia 1962 are the railway raiding ones. With Lawrence, they
bomb parts of the railway to stop the supplies that come from the
Turks to support their far away soldiers in Arabia. When a part is
blown up, the Bedouins start shouting and moving frantically
towards the carriages to kill the soldiers and loot all the supplies.
Here the Bedouins are filmed as mad creatures who fight over what
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is found in the carriages. They seem to be unaware of what they are
exactly there for, waiting for a sign from Lawrence, their leader, to
blow up the rail, attack the Turks and enjoy the spoil

(02.15.14/02.26.00).

After reaching Damascus, hundreds of tribesmen are seen
pushing each other to enter the meeting hall to discuss the way they
are supposed to rule the country after the Turks were defeated.
During the meeting, however, the tribesmen were speaking
randomly and inappropriately in order to solve some problems like
the broken landlines and power generator (03.10.20/03.13.08) The
way they are seen talking and shouting shows how uncivilized
people they are. The goal behind such scenes must be to prove that
those tribe leaders are unable to rule their own country or even to
handle such simple issues and that they need a Western governor to
take care of their affairs. It seems to be impossible, according to the
film makers, for those uncivilized Arabs, who spent all their lives on

camels' backs, to reign a civilized city like Damascus. The reason
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behind this is that they are simply unqualified for this job. Shaheen

cobtinues,

Now that they occupy Damascus, Lean presents them as
untamed animals, stubborn and unreasonable beings who fight
among themselves. Even when faced with ordinary tasks, such
as operating the city’s telephones, hospitals, and water works,
nasty Arabs quarrel. Not once does the camera focus on
capable sheikhs or the Syrian residents of Damascus,
professionals who could easily have restored all basic
services. The message here? Arabs are not qualified nor
worthy to govern civilized societies. Sighs Ali to Lawrence,

"You tried to give us Damascus". [9]539

After failing to handle the situation in Damascus, the camera
shows us the nasty Arabs going back to the desert and leaving the
matters in the hands of the British. The British, here, have the
superiority to control and rule the inferior other, the Oriental. They
believe that having fair skin and all kinds of modern weapons make
them superior to the weaker peoples.
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Those scenes in Damascus, according to Shaheen, are nothing
but "false rendering of history" [9]539 to enforce the idea that
Orientals are weak, unreasonable and undeveloped. In fact, the
Arabs ruled Damascus for two years "under Faisal's rule™ [9]539
and not the British. This deliberate "rendering™ of facts conveys that
the intentions of the film directors are to make the whole world
perceive Arabs, or Orientals in general, as useless beings. Those
beings seem to be easily led behind their whims and unable to
perform any useful tasks. They are also depicted as wild desert
animals that won't survive out of their natural habitat. None of them
Is capable of being a leader even among their own people. Stupidity,
greediness, savagery, deceit and dishonesty seem to be the
prevailing features of those primitives. They are also depicted as
fragmented tribes that can only be united and led by a Western
leader, Lawrence, to be specific. In his Seven Pillars of Wisdom,
Lawrence describes the Arabs as "narrow-minded” and as people
who rarely or never use their brains effectively. They are also,
according to Lawrence, a people with "so little art" and with zero

creativity in addition to their inability to create any "system of
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philosophy". He claims that they had no participation regarding

industry or creative arts, or as he writes,

They were a limited, narrow—minded people, whose inert
intellects lay fallow in incurious resignation. Their
imaginations were vivid, but not creative. There was so little
Arab art in Asia that they could almost be said to have had no
art, though their classes were liberal patrons, and had
encouraged whatever talents in architecture, or ceramics, or
other handicraft their neighbours and helots displayed. Nor
did they handle great industries: they had no organizations of
mind or body. They invented no systems of philosophy, no

complex mythologies. [5]8

Lawrence also describes Arab tribesmen as "helots" and as
"good slaves" who became his own "property"”, he says: "These
Sherarat helots were an enigma of the desert. While they served me
they became wholly my property, and good slaves they were"
[5]194. This description of Arabs as slaves reflects the racist
mentality of the Western colonizer who apparently believes that the
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West is the superior master and the others are nothing but inferior

"slaves".

In order to reach a better understanding we need to examine the
word "helots™ carefully. Presenting Arab tribes as "helots" is also
another way to assert their inferiority and inability to rule
themselves independently because the Helots themselves were
actually slaves in ancient Sparta. According to Sparta and Lakonia:
A Regional History 1300-362 BC, a book by the historian Paul
Cartledge, the Helots were "unfree agricultural labourers"” [2]3 who
were enslaved by the Spartans during their greatest "political
supremacy" [2]3. Their work as slaves included carrying "offensive
weapons in Sparta” [2]131 and they were also called "slaves of the
community” or "public slaves"[2]142. In addition to the previous
information about the Helots, Cartledge says: "The Spartans
throughout the period of their greatest territorial expansion and
political supremacy (c. 550-370) rested their power and prosperity
on the necessarily broad backs of the Helots, the unfree agricultural

labourers™ [2]3.
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In short, there might be a similarity between the Arabs and the
Helots, in Lawrence's point of view. This is because the Arabs, for
him, seem to be only a tool that serves the British interests and no
one actually cares about their future or their freedom. This appears
to be crystal clear in the film when they are depicted as useless
people that no one could take seriously. In other words, they are
just like the Helots who were "being denied their legitimate
political aspirations [2]139 so they were "unfree" to choose what
they wanted. When they succeeded in Agaba, for example,
Lawrence told the tribes' leaders that he should tell the British
officers about the victory because no one would believe the Arabs
with their funny outfit. Also, nobody would take their word for
granted because they are, as we see in most scenes, crowds of

untamed Bedouins who cannot speak for themselves.

If we go back to the very beginning, we will see that Lawrence's
first step was to find prince Feisal. So, he hired a Bedouin to escort
him during his long journey. Lawrence had a unique affection

towards the desert. He said that "desert is going to be fun"
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(00.12.20/00.12.25) when he was assigned to his mission by the

general.

Lawrence was sent to Arabia to convince the Arabs to help the
British with their war against the Turks and offered freedom as a
price for their collaboration. But his love for the desert and its
adventures made the Arabs perceive him as their savior or, in other
words, their hero. The greatest heroic action seems to be when
Lawrence was able to mingle among the Arabs. By mingling well
he was able to persuade them to forget their tribal problems and be
united under one leadership in order to defeat the Turks and
therefore gain their freedom. He entered Feisal's tent and started to
convey his ideas telling them how important it is to fight the Turks
side by side and that Britain will help them to be independent
(00.39.00/00.45.50). This ability to mingle among the Arabs and
persuade them to take action against their mutual enemy tells us a
lot about Lawrence's cunningness and uniqueness. However, such

tasks are not easy to be accomplished using just one person among

123



1962 <) iy gl ald b 4y o) JiLAY 5 ) g

those Bedouins who have a mentality that is different from the

Western one.

After the Arabs had agreed with Lawrence, they started to follow
his lead and do what he suggests. They began to glorify him until he
became one of them. The desert scenes, however, show us what a
great film it is. We see, as another act of heroism, Jasim, a
tribesman who was one of the travellers going to attack the Turks in
Agaba. As the desert heat was scorching and the travellers had no
enough water and shade, Jasim and his camel have gone astray and
were unintentionally left behind. When no one was brave enough to
go back to search for and fetch the lost man, everyone was surprised
when Lawrence defied the desert and decided to trace him and bring
him back saying that "nothing is written™ until "we" write it
(01.05.00/01.06.00). Everyone tried to prevent Lawrence from
doing this saying that his fate was "written" but he ignored that and
went after him. Eventually, Lawrence was able to survive the
difficulties and bring the man back from his certain death. The

travellers were astonished when they saw the men coming back
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together. They began to show Lawrence more love and respect and
gave him a white Arab dress as a sign of appreciation and gratitude

and celebrated him like one of their tribesmen.

Ironically, Lawrence killed Jasim, the one whom he had saved
before, with his own hands. When Sherif Ali, Lawrence and the
other tribesmen meet Auda Abu Tai and his tribe, Jasim kills a man
because of an old blood problem. Here, as a man of authority,
Lawrence decides to shoot Jasim saying that he will "execute the
law"(01:36:34-01:36:37). Actually, he was aware that if any other
person execute the murder, the old series of killing won't come to an
end. So, the tribesmen agreed and Jasim was shot dead with a
revolver. This killing scene shows us how the image of Lawrence
was in the eyes of the Arabs. They accepted everything he
suggested and approved on every decision he made. This also
conveys the movie's message that Arabs are easily led and
manipulated by the authority and the mentality of the western man.
But what is worth mentioning here is that the scene of killing Jasim

is not mentioned in Seven pillars of Wisdom. In fact, this indicates
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that this film contains scenes that are considered, according to

Shaheen, a deliberate "rendering of history"[9]539.

It seems to be wrong to trust the colonizer and to believe that his
intentions are merely for your favor. When Lawrence was talking to
the British officer about his adventures in the desert, he told him
that he had enjoyed Killing the people he had killed. This scene,
however, tells us a lot about Lawrence's twisted intentions that are
not trustworthy. He appears to be working for the Arabs but in

reality he "enjoyed" killing them(02:01:20-02:01:30).

The image of Lawrence as a hero began to change as the film
proceeds. In order to persuade Abu Tai to join the other tribes, he
promised him with a "great box" of gold that existed there which
can be taken only when the attack on Agaba succeeds. But when
they got there, Auda found out that there was no "great box™ nor
gold, all he found was pieces of paper. Therefore, this glorious
image of Lawrence started to evaporate. "He lied, he is not
perfect”(01:45:45-01:45:55), says Sherif Ali after they discover the
lie about the "great box". They thought of Lawrence as a perfect
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man who really cared about them and their freedom, but no one can
actually trust the colonizer. Indeed, Lawrence was trying to deceive
the Arabs and to make them fall prey to his desires and
manipulations and as he was ‘"raising” them "on false
pretenses”[5]185. In his book, Lawrence admits that his intentions
weren't innocent towards the Arabs as he said that he must "take up"

his "mantle of fraud in the East"[5]231.

On their way to Agaba, two young men followed the tribesmen
and asked Lawrence to accept them as his loyal servants, which he
accepted. Later on, after defeating the Turks in Agaba, he decides to
travel to Egypt to tell the officers in Cairo that Agaba was down
and that they needed to proceed. So, he took his two servants
through a difficult journey across the desert. During the trip, they
faced the heat, sand storms and quicksand, which unfortunately
swallowed one of the young servants. The unexpected thing here is
that Lawrence was the one who led the poor boy into the quicksand
as he admitted to the General in Cairo (02.00.00/02.01.30). Which is

also one of the murders, as seen in the film, he had enjoyed
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perpetrating. . Again, the aspects of the "rendering of history"[9
Shaheen]539 continue appearing throughout the film. We see in the
film that Daud, Lawrence's servant, fell and got sucked by
quicksand. Lawrence was trying to pull him out using his own head
cover, but he failed. In his Seven Pillars of Wisdom, however, he
says that the boy had actually died of cold: "While we were in this
comfortable air, with milk plentiful about us, news came from
Azrak, of Ali ibn el Hussein and the Indians still on faithful watch.
One Indian had died of cold, and also Daud, my Ageyli boy, the

friend of Farraj. Farraj himself told us*[5]253.

Deceit and wickedness appear to be the prevailing traits of
Lawrence's personality. He told the Arabs that Britain had no
intentions in Arabia, but in reality, the plan was to take the place of
the Turks when they are kicked out. When discussing this matter
with general Allenby, Lawrence tells him that the Arabs had
accepted to help the British only when they believed that Britain
had good intentions in the region. But later on, we discover the

exact opposite when he tells Allenby "That's what | told them

128



Lo laia¥l g 4d) aal) g Ay L & glal) Aleda Caayl) daala s
) daaa o W) g 1o 2023 ale 11 2l 45 alaal)

anyway, that's what they think™(02:06:00-02:06:10). The previous
scene indicates that the colonizer cannot be trusted at all. When
Lawrence asked General Allenby to provide him and the Arabs
with money, weapons and heavy artillery, he agreed. After
Lawrence had left, Brighton told him that by giving the Arabs
artillery they will have the power to gain independence. In fact,
giving the Arabs independence was not included in the secret plan
of the British. Also, there was no intention to give the Arabs their
freedom after defeating the Turks in the first place, or as the
General says: "if you gave them artillery you made them

independent™ (02:08:38-02:08:55).

For Lawrence, however, Arabs were only a tool that is used
against the Turks in order to defeat them and kick them out. He
describes Arabs as if they were his own property. For him, they are
nothing but ferocious "animals" that he unleashes to attack the
enemy before they themselves get killed, he writes: "My Arabs
crouched in their place, meaning to fight like cornered animals, and

kill at least some of the enemy before they themselves died"[5]268.
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Degradation is apparently the major characteristic in dealing with
and looking at that other. Talking about Arabs as his "Arabs™ and
presenting them as "animals” indicates that this Western colonizer is
looking at them as an inferior race that must serve the superior one
to be more superior and more in control. Lawrence continues
describing Arabs as "superficial, "ignorant” and also presents them
as something that he and his government possesses. Actually, that
was obvious when he described the Arabs as: "our creatures”, or as
he writes: "The ignorant, the superficial, the deceived were the
happy among us. By our swindle they were glorified. We paid for
them our self—respect, and they gained the deepest feeling of their
lives. The more we condemned and despised ourselves, the more we

could cynically take pride in them, our creatures” [5]276.

Other examples of the misrepresentation of Orientals in
literature is evident in the writings of Ernest Renan, a French
Orientalist and philosopher. In his book What is a Nation?, Renan
discusses the differences among races pointing that every race has

its own characteristics. He adds that those races have various levels
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of superiority or inferiority among other races and that the superior
race must colonize the inferior one because it is a "political
necessity"[8]232. The inferior races, according to Renan, must be
colonized to the "great benefit" of them and of the colonizer himself
and that the latter, by colonizing the other, is achieving "the
providential order of humanity"[8]232. While on the other hand, a
superior race must not conquer another one that equals him in the
racial rank because such conducts are considered, according to
Renan, as ‘"reprehensible”[8]232. Similarly, when we read
Lawrence's description of Arabs in The Seven Pillars of Wisdom as
"our creatures"[5]276, we can see how the mentality of the
colonizer works on the ground. Those "creatures” who represent the
inferior other are in need for a colonizer to perform an act of
"regeneration™ to them since it is a "providential” [8](Renan232)

necessity.

Renan's classification of races assign's a specific task for each
race. In other words, each race is created to do things that no other

race should do. For example, the Chinese race is "a race of
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workers", while the Negro is a race that is made for farming lands,

or as Renan states,

Nature has made a race of workers: it is the Chinese race, with
its marvelous manual dexterity and hardly any feeling of
honor; govern it with justice, drawing from it an ample
endowment for the benefit of the conquering race in exchange
for the advantage of such a government, and it will be
satisfied. The Negro is a race of field laborers; be good and
humane toward it, and everything will be in order. The
European race is a race of lords and soldiers. Reduce this
noble race to toiling in prison like Negroes and Chinamen,

and it rebels [8]232.

Along with T.E. Lawrence and Ernest Renan long ago, David
Lean, the director of Lawrence of Arabia 1962, is providing the
same image that the two men before him had provided for the other
races. But now, with Lean, it seems to be more dangerous because
nowadays the power of the moving picture on the screen conveys
the story to an audience that is way larger than that of books and
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newspapers. The moving picture is now available to everyone in the
world and it is also more eye-catching, especially when the shape
and behavior of the characters are portrayed in a way that makes the
viewer despise the weak and glorify the strong. In the film, for
instance, the British military generals and soldiers are well-dressed
and well-organized. They hold meetings in prestigious buildings to
discuss how to take over the region from both the Arabs and the
Turks. While on the other side, the Arabs are pictured as creatures
that move randomly and aimlessly. Most of their language consists
of random words and shouts of fury. Their actions are full of deceit,
lies and are of a chaotic nature that need a person from an elevated
race to colonize and govern. When reading from The Wretched of
the Earth, one can also see that Franz Fanon, a French political
philosopher and psychiatrist, notices how colonialism treats the
countries it conquers. He also discusses the way the colonized is
exploited to achieve wealth and prosperity for the colonizer. The
latter uses either its military forces or deceit to make the colonized
people serve its interests and goals. When the colonizer invades a

country, however, he apparently doesn't use his own military
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personnel to carry out all the labor. But rather, he employs the
people of that country to suffer all the toil and then he steals
everything from them to have more wealth and benefits. In this

regard Fanon states

This European opulence is literally a scandal for it was built
on the backs of slaves, it fed on the blood of slaves, and owes
its very existence to the soil and subsoil of the underdeveloped
world. Europe's well-being and progress were built with the

sweat and corpses of blacks, Arabs, Indians, and Asians.[3]53

Fanon also realizes that the colonizer thinks that "niggers have
no culture, and Arabs are by nature barbaric"[3]154 which is
similar to how Lawrence perceives his "creatures™ as "animals". We
can see from the above mentioned quotation that those people are
badly treated and exploited by a race that degrades other races. This
takes us back to Edward Said's Orientalism and gives us an idea
about the peoples of the Orient in general and how they are treated

as inferior races whether they were Africans, Asians or Arabs.
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In conclusion, we can see that David Lean, in his film
Lawrence of Arabia 1962, stands for nothing but colonial Western
mentality in depicting the Orient as a place that is full of useless
camel riders. It looks like they are not able to free, govern
themselves or to run a country under a leadership of their own.
They do rather need a Westerner from a supposedly superior race to
unify them under his own leadership promising them with an
imagined freedom and independence. It is also shown in the film
that those Orientals are easily led behind the Western leadership
just like they themselves lead their own cattle. This implies that
they are a people of primitive nature and naive mind who are only
born to be easily led and controlled. It also indicates that there is no
problem in exploiting them to achieve some greedy and colonial
interests in the region regardless of the consequences that the

colonized people will eventually suffer from.
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Abstract

The Research deals with the Syrian Party Law, which was issued in the
second half of the year (2011), as one of the outputs of the political
reform plan announced by the Syrian government. This law represented a
pillar of partisan pluralism by allowing the way for political parties to be
licensed.

The research monitored the most prominent features added by the
issuance of the Law of Parties in the Syrian political arena, which
centered on the organizational, political and financial dimensions of the
work of the parties. The research also monitored the most prominent
obstacles that hinder the application of the law in a way that contributes
to promoting pluralism and political development.

The results of the research showed the importance of the parties law. For
his contribution to organizing the party licensing process in terms of
setting up the establishment mechanisms, in addition to his contribution
to enhancing the political participation of the newly licensed parties. As
for the most prominent obstacles, it was represented by the introduction
of some new parties with a policy that contradicts the provisions of the
constitution, in addition to the absence of the concept of political
empowerment of youth and women in the founding membership of the

party.
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