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Antiquities of Homs, Arab Islamic Mamluk
648-923H 1 1250-1517AM

*Omaya Algazy

Abstract

Homs grew up on the site of the current citadel hill, and inherited
several ancient cities in its region. Kadesh, Qatana, and
Arisuza (now Rastan), were subjected to multiple invasions
and occupations.

In successive Islamic eras, it went through an ebb and flow of
political and military importance, as intellectual and urban life
flourished under the Mamluk state.

From an artistic standpoint, this era was one of the most brilliant
Islamic eras, and there is no clearer evidence of that than
the monuments remaining to this day, from mosques,
corners, schools, baths, inns, hospices, arches, and palaces
in which we find the precision and splendor of art.

The Arab and Islamic city of Homs had its share of these
buildings, and this will be explained through lists of the
names of the buildings that were constructed in this era.

key words:

Homs - Islamic times, Mamluk state, mosques, schools, zawiyas,

caravanserais, baths, palaces.
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abstract

It is well known that the Abbasids’ taking of the city of Baghdad
as their capital on the Tigris River encouraged separatist
movements in the countries of the Islamic Maghreb, and they tried
to be independent in their affairs from the caliphate state and finally
separate from the authority in Baghdad while recognizing it
nominally. Which was considered a model for that separatist policy
during the Abbasids.

The emergence of the majority state in Tunisia resulted in a
strong maritime activity, as they sought to strengthen their maritime
position by caring about building the naval fleet, which is the
backbone of any country seeking to maintain its prestige in those
maritime regions to protect their coasts from the Roman naval
invasions, in contrast to the Abbasid caliphate, which It followed
an Levantine policy and removed its hand from the problems of the
Mediterranean. The Aghaleba state was able to break the Byzantine
supremacy in the Mediterranean basin, as it demonstrated the
ability to compete and tipped the balance in favor of the Arab
Islamic power. This was embodied in the conquests and naval
invasions that they made in the central and western Mediterranean.

Their conquests also extended to the countries of Europe and the
regions of southern Italy, and this matter helped to impose their
presence as a naval force that had an influence in the region, which
later helped the Fatimids to continue their maritime policy, as it
inherited their effectiveness and dominance on the shores of the
Mediterranean.

Keywords: maritime activity, the Aghlabid fleet, the Aghlabid
fleet, naval organizations, the Aghlabid conquests, the Aghlabid
invasions.
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Tectonic evolution of Baer-Bassit region-
Syria

Dr. Abdulkarim AL-ABDALLA*
Dr. Samer AL-BUB**

Abstract

A study of the faults populations in the Baer-Bassit region in 16
measuring stations showed the presence of 27 stress states
distributed in stations beneath and above the rocks of the ophiolitic
complex. It also showed the existence of several stages in the
tectonic system, which controls the distribution of fault patterns and
the stresses accompanying them. The normal faults were found in
general directions E-W and NNE-SSW, while the reverse faults
were in the direction E-W to ESE-WNW. While the dextral strike-
slip faults were NW-SE and E-W, the NNE-SSW direction
dominated the sinistral strike-slip faults. Reverse and strike-slip
faults dominated the pattern of faults in Baer-Bassit region due to
the presence of three compressional phases: closure of the
Neotethyan Ocean and ophiolite obduction on the northern margin
of the Arabian plate, accompanied by compression (40°-90°N), a
Lower Miocene compressional phase 120°-130°N accompanying
the formation of the Latakia-Kilis fault, and a ompressional phase
of 140°-170°N, accompanying the formation of the Levant fault in
the Upper Miocene-Lower Pliocene, and accompanying the folding
of Al-Agraa Mountain. The formation of normal faults was
accompanied by extensional phases in the Paleogene with a (0°-
30°N) extension oriented and the formation of the Naher Al-Kabir
Alshemaly in the Miocene with (110°-120°N) extension oriented.

Key words: Ophiolitic Obdaction- Baer-Bassit - Faults -
Tectonic

*Assistant Professor at department of Geology-Faculty of Science- Tishreen University- Latakia-
Syria
** |ecturer at department of Geology-Faculty of Science- Tishreen University- Latakia-Syria
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Samples of Palmyrian Aramaic
honorary inscriptions

Abstract

Palmyra is one of the most prominent ancient Syrian cities
which is full of ancestral monuments. It reflects the cultural depth,
creative spirit and cultural production in the Levant.

The number of Palmyrene inscriptions discovered so far has
exceeded three thousand inscriptions of various subjects (tribute —
graves, etc.). Many international magazines talked about them in
different languages. Arabic studies, however, were limited to a
small part of them.

In this research, | chose models of honorary inscriptions that
were written to honor kings, army leaders, and some heads of
commercial caravans who contributed to protect the caravans as
they provided assistance to them, as well as honoring all those with
influence and money who paid from their own money for the
reconstruction of the city and its temples.

| have documented the texts, presented their reproduction,
translated them into Arabic, and analyzed the words and their
meanings in Arabic.
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