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abstract

The security exceptions stipulated in the WTO agreements allow
member states to bypass the rules and principles of international
trade that underpin the multilateral trading system. The WTO
agreements have provided for these exceptions to enable countries
to protect their security interests when they conflict with trade
rules, but in recent years, member states have increasingly called
for these exceptions and imposed protectionist trade restrictions and
measures, invoking the protection of their national security and
motivated by the interpretation that the application of the provisions
of security exceptions is subject to self-judging. This led to disputes
between the members of the organization, the most important of
which is the dispute related to the Russian restrictions on transit
passage which it imposed on Ukraine, In this dispute, the Dispute
Settlement Body concluded with a historic decision that
reformulated the concept of security exceptions and affirmed the
existence of objective bases governing the application of these
exceptions and subject to the oversight of the Dispute Settlement
Body.

Keywords: security exceptions, WTO, national security,
international trade, Russian-Ukrainian conflict
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