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The role of the personal factor of leaders

during the management of political crises
""Syrian President Bashar al-Assad as a
model"'

Mohammed Mohammed Nadir al-Omari*
Supervised by Dr. Ayman Al-Saad™

Abstract

The personal factor of leaders plays a pivotal role during their
management of crises, especially political ones. there are many
theories that explain their personalities, and measurement criteria
for their performance. The international system has witnessed many
political crises through which the role of personal standards of
leaders in their management has emerged.

This research focuses on highlighting the personal factor of
President Bashar al-Assad, and his role in managing the Syrian
crisis during various stages. First, his adoption of reform steps
represented in political terms by amending the constitution. Second,
changing laws, proposing a road map to solve the crisis. Third,
security and military necessities to use force for creating the
appropriate conditions to push the political process. Finally, his
media performance in addressing psychological warfare.

Results of the researchThis research-after reviewing 80 media
interviews, and President al-Assad’s political speeches- showed the
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importance of the strategy adopted to fight terrorism in parallel
with supporting the political track. It focused on political stability
which was achieved in a relative manner after the spread of violent
chaos, which increased al-Assad’s internal legitimacy, based on his
personal and scientific capabilities, and experience. In addition to
his cumulative gained through his contemporaneous regional and
international developments.

Keywords: Leader, Bashar al-Assad, Syrian crisis, strategy,
terrorism
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