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RECRUITMENT OF CHILDREN IS A
WAR CRIME

ABSTRACT
The participation of children in hostilities is an increasingly
common phenomenon that appears to be associated with the
emergence of new types of conflict in which armies confront
guerrilla warfare. Despite the existence of this phenomenon since
World War I, international efforts to confront the issue of child
soldiers did not define its features until the beginning of the
seventies of the last century, after the Fourth Geneva Convention of
1949 neglected to address this issue, and it became necessary to
introduce a new type of protection for the benefit of the child. It is
these children who get involved in hostilities, but in recent decades,
as a result of the widespread use of semi-automatic weapons, never
before, it has become easier for children to bear arms, and the
number of children who have been illegally recruited, often by
force, has increased. Their number reaches hundreds of thousands,
in clear violation of the rules of international humanitarian law

Keywords: child soldiers, the crime of child recruitment,
international criminal responsibility.
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