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Evolution of the United
Nations' institutional
protection of human rights

Abstract

The Commission on Human Rights, established in 1946, has
formed a universal human rights framework incorporating the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International
Covenants on Political and Civil Rights human rights economic,
social and cultural rights and other fundamental human rights
treaties, It has also established a unique system of independent,
expertise-based special procedures to monitor, observe and
analyze the commitment to human rights from a thematic or
country perspective. However, the Commission's ability to
perform its mandated functions has been constantly undermined
for many reasons. Accordingly, in 2005, former United Nations
Secretary-General Kofi Annan called for the development of
United Nations institutional protection of human rights, by
replacing that Commission with a Human Rights Council, so that
the United Nations would advance human rights -- as the third
pillar -- to the same level as the Organization's other two pillars
of security and development. This study will provide a summary
of the Commission on Human Rights with an indication of its
institutional history, composition and functions in order to replace
it with another object and its protection development.

Keywords: Institutional development _  Human
Rights Commission _ Human Rights Council
Promotion and protection of human rights
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