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Abstract:

This study examines the comparative analysis of parliamentary
oversight systems over government budgets in the Syrian Arab
Republic and the United States of America, focusing on three main
dimensions: ex ante, concurrent, and ex post oversight. In the
context of ex ante oversight, it is evident that the Syrian People's
Assembly plays a pivotal role in approving the state budget, being
mandated to discuss and vote on its details to ensure alignment with
the country's economic and social objectives. Conversely, the U.S.
Congress initiates the budget approval process with a proposal from
the President, which enhances the balance between the executive
and legislative branches.

Regarding concurrent oversight, challenges related to the
independence of oversight bodies in Syria are highlighted, while the
U.S. Congress relies on periodic reports from governmental
agencies and the Government Accountability Office (GAQO) to
monitor budget execution effectively. In terms of ex post oversight,

the Syrian parliamentary oversight system focuses on reviewing
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final accounts with meticulous discussions to ensure compliance
with legal regulations. In the United States, ex post oversight is
characterized by complexity, as Congress reviews final accounts
and independent reports, contributing to enhanced transparency and
accountability.

The study concludes that both systems strive to ensure transparency
and accountability in managing public funds; however, they face
specific challenges regarding the independence of oversight bodies
and the size and complexity of the budget. Therefore, there is a
pressing need to improve parliamentary oversight mechanisms in
Syria by enhancing the independence of oversight bodies,
modernizing legal frameworks, and promoting transparency and
accountability.

This study emphasizes the importance of developing parliamentary
oversight systems in both countries to ensure effective and
trustworthy management of public resources, thereby contributing
to the achievement of desired financial and social objectives.
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