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Original Nationality and Acquired Nationality
"A Critical Analytical Study in the Syrian
Nationality Law Enacted under Legislative

Decree 276/1969'

Prof. Dr. Wafaa Falhout
Professor in the Department of International Law

- Faculty of Law — Damascus University

Abstract

The Syrian legislator stipulated, in the Nationality Law enacted under Legislative
Decree No. 276 of 1969, the criteria of proving the original nationality by force
of law at birth within the two criterias of jus sanguinis and jus soli. The legislator

has adopted the jus sanguinis of father’s side as the main criterion as a proof

12



A Al aglad) Al waan daaly dlaa
Lgald gliga 2025 als 4 23l 47 alaal)

of the nationality, in contrast to the jus sanguinis of the mother’s side. As a
result to this difference, an explicit violation of the equality principle among
citizens which was guaranteed by the Syrian Constitution, was arisen. As for
the jus soli, the legislator decided it for specific categories to prevent the

scenario of statelessness.

As for the bases of acquisition of post-birth nationality, the Syrian legislator
stipulated it by naturalization and marriage. At the level of naturalization, he
distinguished between ordinary naturalization and exceptional naturalization. At
the level of ordinary naturalization, he also distinguished between the
naturalization of foreigners and the naturalization of Arabs, depending on a
nationalism criterion to determine the foreigner. The adoption of this nationalism
criterion revealed many legal and factual contradictions. This criterion was also
re—employed in the exceptional naturalization, then it was exaggerated in
employing to the extent that it led to confusing between concepts whose legal
significance is not disputed, such as confusing the bond of nationality with

nationalism affiliation.

As for the method of marriage, the Syrian legislator guaranteed the principle of
independence of nationality within the family, but it has once again recorded a
clear violation of the provisions of the constitution related to the principle of
equality between citizens regardless of their gender, by depriving the Syrian
wife of the advantage of facilitating entry into nationality as a result of the mixed
marriage, similar to the Syrian husband.

Based on the above, we found it is essential to analyze the various legal texts
related to the criteria of proving the original Syrian nationality and the bases of

acquisition the subsequent nationality, to shed light on the main legislative gaps
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in those texts, and to propose the necessary applicable solutions at the present

time.

Keywords: Original nationality — Jus sanguinis— Jus soli-— acquired nationality

— naturalization and marriage
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