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Equitable use of marine resources in the
Eastern Mediterranean

Summary:

The seas represent an important strategic resource due to the living
and non-living resources they contain, which provide an indispensa-
ble food and economic pillar. This has prompted countries to develop
their technical capabilities to explore and exploit these resources,
which has led to the emergence of legal challenges that require the
establishment of international legal rules to regulate the exploitation
of these resources and resolve disputes over them. In the Eastern
Mediterranean region, oil and natural gas exploration has revealed
new horizons for cooperation between coastal states, but it has also
increased tensions, as regional complications have emerged as a re-
sult of differing interests and overlapping claims over the ownership
of these resources. In the absence of a clear security system that reg-
ulates relations between regional and international powers in the re-
gion, coastal states rely on their own capabilities and the alliances
they form to protect their interests and rights in marine resources. In
this context, disputes may become more complex if fair and equitable
solutions are not reached in the distribution of these shared resources.
The need arises to clarify the international conventions and custom-
ary principles that regulate the equitable use of marine resources and
the role of international judiciary in enshrining them to prevent the
escalation of disputes.

Keywords: Equitable use, international justice, marine resources,

international principles, Eastern Mediterranean region.
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