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The assaulting on layout designs of integrated
circuits

Concept and Criminalization

Ahmad Monzer Noaman' Bareaa Al-kodsi 2

Abstract:

The layout designs of integrated circuits play an important
role in the economic field, as a mainstay in the manufacture of
electronic devices. Today, every technical or technological
development is based on integrated circuit designs.

As their economic importance increases, their legal
importance emerges, and the difficulty of building a special legal
system to deal with their issues became apparent, due to the
specificity of these designs, as their intermediate position between
copyrights and patents.

In view of the lack of studies about protecting the layout
designs of integrated circuits, this research tries to shed light on the
legal provisions enacted by the Syrian legislator in Law /18/ of
2012 to regulate the legal protection of these designs, in an effort to
promote and protect innovation, and to increase the guarantees
granted to foreign investors of the designs.

Keywords: integrated circuits - layout designs - originality -
imitation - Washington agreement - Trips - precautionary measures.
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* Gupta, A. (2005). Integrated Circuits and Intellectual Property Rights in India, p 475.
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! “integrated circuit” means a product, in its final form or an intermediate form,

in which the elements, at least one of which is an active element, and some or all of
the interconnections are integrally formed in and/or on a piece of material and
which is intended to perform an electronic function,"

2 “layout-design (topography)” means the three-dimensional disposition, however
expressed, of the elements, at least one of which is an active element, and of some
or all of the interconnections of an integrated circuit, or such a three-dimensional
disposition prepared for an integrated circuit intended for manufacture,
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? (2) [Requirement of Originality]
(a) The obligation referred to in paragraph (1)(a) shall apply to layout-designs
(topographies) that are original in the sense that they are the result of their
creators’ own intellectual effort and are not commonplace among creators of
layout-designs (topographies) and manufacturers of integrated circuits at the time
of their creation.
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.. and are not commonplace among creators of layout-designs (topographies)

and manufacturers of integrated circuits at the time of their creation™.
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! “layout-design (topography)” means the three-dimensional disposition, however
expressed, of the elements, at least one of which is an active element, and of some
or all of the interconnections of an integrated circuit, or such a three-dimensional
disposition prepared for an integrated circuit intended for manufacture,”
2 (1) [Faculty to Require Exploitation]
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"Any Contracting Party shall be free not to protect a layout-design (topography)
until it has been ordinarily commercially exploited, separately or as incorporated
in an integrated circuit, somewhere in the world".
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