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Criticism of the argument based on the
mursal hadith among

*Dr. Maher Muhammad Al-Hindi

Lecturer, Department of Islamic and Arabic Studies, Faculty *
of Islamic and Arabic Studies, University of Bilad al-Sham for
Sharia Sciences

Summary:

The authentic hadith attributed to the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be
upon him), whether it be a statement, action, description, approval, or concern, is the
.second source of Islamic law

It is of three types: acceptable, which is transmitted and used as evidence;
rejected, which is completely abandoned; and suspended, which is used for
.consideration and is used in virtuous deeds

A condition for the authenticity of a hadith is its continuous chain of

transmission. A break in the chain of transmission lowers the hadith to the level of
.weak, similar to anomalies in the text

Jurists and hadith scholars have differed in defining a mursal hadith, with each
.defining it according to their own understanding and then judging it

There are several types of mursal hadith: mursal of a Companion: absolutely
acceptable; mursal of a Follower: concerning which there is considerable
.disagreement; and mursal of a hidden hadith: weak

There are several opinions regarding the use of mursal hadiths, including: It is
absolutely authoritative, but it is not permissible to use it as evidence, if it was
transmitted during the first three centuries, and if it was only narrated from a
.trustworthy person

A group of Hanafi jurists hold that a mursal hadith is stronger than a musnad
hadith, and that whoever attributes a chain of transmission has referred you, and
whoever mursals has fulfilled his obligation. Al-Shafi'i hesitated regarding mursal
hadiths. If they are supported by a supporting factor, such as consideration or the
like, then they are considered authentic and can be used as evidence

Criticizing a hadith as mursal is not an absolute criticism of it according to the
Hanafi and Maliki schools. Al-Shafi'i hesitated regarding this, while Imam Ahmad
.and the hadith scholars rejected it

Among the branches of jurisprudence based on the use of mursal hadiths as
evidence are: laughing loudly during prayer invalidates ablution, and women not
.having their ablution invalidated by kissing
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