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Abstract:

The recent COVID-19 pandemic has exposed the fragility of the
international trade system in dealing with global health crises. Policies
adopted by countries to secure their pharmaceutical needs have led to
shortages of raw materials and disruptions to medical supply chains. In
light of these challenges, WTO member states sought, during the 2001
Doha Development Round, to establish a legal framework to ensure trade
liberalization and prevent unjustified restrictive measures. However, the
failure of these negotiations to reach consensual solutions prompted
countries to adopt an alternative approach, namely concluding a set of
bilateral and multilateral preferential agreements. This approach aims to
mitigate the protectionist policies countries resort to protect their national
industries.

In light of the above, this study aims to clarify the legal framework
regulating export restrictions, including the protocols for accession to the
World Trade Organization, and the extent to which these restrictions are
compatible with the GATT, particularly since it allows countries to restrict
exports in specific cases that help them support global health security and
prevent the spread of diseases. The study also seeks to demonstrate the
effectiveness of the legal rules regulating export restrictions in controlling
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countries' behavior and preventing their use as a legal pretext to achieve
political and economic goals and interests.

Keywords: Export restrictions, international trade, medical goods, GATT,
health emergencies.
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1 General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, (GATT 1994), Art 11/1.
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(CPTPP), 2018, Art 2/10-1. Art 29/2
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