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Syrian Constitutions between 1920-2012
“An approach based on facts, obstaces, and possibilities”

Saoud Jamal Saoud*

Abstract:

This research examines the trajectory of constitutional development in
Syria from an evaluative perspective. It studies the constitutions issued
between 1920 and 2012, focusing on the general circumstances
surrounding the issuance of each constitution, its salient provisions, its
practical significance, and the challenges it faced. The research then
analyzes the similarities and differences between all the constitutions and
identifies the main criticisms leveled against each.

The aim of this research is to provide a comprehensive critical view of the
Syrian constitutional experience, highlighting the factors that shaped it and
the internal and external circumstances that influenced it and led to its
failures in achieving stability and justice. This is done with the goal of
building a knowledge base for understanding the constitutional challenges
in Syria and the possibilities for future reform.

The research concludes that Syrian constitutions were the product of
interaction with political and social conditions, but they failed to achieve
constitutional stability due to coups, foreign interventions, and the absence
of a genuine separation of powers. These constitutions also served as tools
to enhance the legitimacy of ruling governments rather than protecting
citizens' rights and achieving national harmony.

Keywords:  Constitution, Independence, Authority, Legitimacy,
Challenges, Society, Law, obstacles, possibilities.

*PhD in the Department of Political Studies - Faculty of Political Science -
University of Damascus.
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