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The validity of force majeure in the seller's obligations under
international sales contracts is diminishing in light of the
developments of the Fourth Industrial Revolution.

Abstract

The aim of this research is to examine the evolution of the concept of force
majeure in international contracts and to analyze the extent to which it has
been influenced by the technological and economic transformations
brought about by the Fourth Industrial Revolution. The study adopts the
descriptive—analytical method to examine and analyze legal texts and
international conventions related to force majeure, and to clarify the extent
to which the evidentiary value of force majeure has been affected by the
developments of the Fourth Industrial Revolution. The research reaches
several findings, the most important of which are: the narrowing scope of
force majeure as a result of the Fourth Industrial Revolution due to the
expanding ability of parties to foresee and manage risks through advanced
technological means; the transformation of the unforeseeability criterion
into a relative standard linked to the contracting party’s capabilities in the
digital environment; and the emergence of hardship and renegotiation
mechanisms as modern alternatives that balance contractual bindingness
with the requirements of contractual fairness. The study recommends
updating civil and commercial legislation to include a contemporary
definition of force majeure that takes technological risks into account,
incorporating smart digital mechanisms such as automated systems within
international contracts, and strengthening the principle of contractual
renegotiation in cases of fundamental change in circumstances

Keywords: Force majeure, international sales contracts, Fourth Industrial
Revolution
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