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Challenges in combating tax evasion in Syria
"A case study of performance obstacles from the perspective of employees
at the General Authority for Taxes and Fees in Hama City"

Researcher: Dr. Kamar Ayman Al-Mille?
Researcher: Dr. Qamar Ayman Al-Malli

Abstract

This research aims to uncover the phenomenon of tax evasion in Syria
and identify the most significant challenges in combating it, given its
negative impact on state revenues and economic performance. This
is achieved by studying the effect of a set of structural factors—
namely, digital infrastructure, the legislative framework, institutional
coordination, and electronic integration—on the effectiveness of
combating tax evasion in Syria. A statistical survey method was
employed, utilizing a suitable questionnaire to collect primary data
from the research population and sample. This data was then used to
test the research hypotheses. Statistical analysis software (SPSS) was
used to present the results. The study concluded that the
independent variables collectively contribute to explaining the
variation in the effectiveness of combating tax evasion in Syria to a
statistically significant degree, with varying degrees of contribution
from each variable. The legislative framework proved to be the most
influential compared to the other independent variables. Based on
these findings, the study recommends the adoption of a
comprehensive tax reform package, linking any legislative reform to
accompanying technical and coordination amendments, and

.redirecting infrastructure investments to support this integration

Keywords: Tax evasion

Challenges of combating tax evasion

2 Faculty member at the College of Administrative and Financial Sciences, National Private University
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evasion: current insights and future research directions from an emerging
economy
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Case Processing Summary

N %

Cases Valid 34 100.0
Excluded? 0 .0

Total 34 100.0

a. Listwise deletion based on all variables in the procedure.

Cronbach's Alpha N of ltems
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Model Summary

Std. Error of the

Model R R Square Adjusted R Square Estimate

1 .1812 .033 .003 .63543

a. Predictors: (Constant), DIG

ANOVA?
Model Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig.
1 Regression 440 1 440 1.089 .304°
Residual 12.921 32 404
Total 13.360 33

a. Dependent Variable: Tax

b. Predictors: (Constant), DIG

Coefficients?

Standardized

Unstandardized Coefficients Coefficients
Model B Std. Error Beta t Sig.
1 (Constant) 2.482 .947 2.622 .013
DIG .286 274 .181 1.044 .304

a. Dependent Variable: Tax
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Model Summary

Std. Error of the

Model R R Square Adjusted R Square Estimate

1 .5842 .341 .320 .52452

a. Predictors: (Constant), LEG

ANOVA?
Model Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig.
1 Regression 4.556 1 4.556 16.562 .000°
Residual 8.804 32 .275
Total 13.360 33

a. Dependent Variable: Tax

b. Predictors: (Constant), LEG

Coefficients?

Standardized

Unstandardized Coefficients Coefficients
Model B Std. Error Beta t Sig.
1 (Constant) 1.535 482 3.184 .003
LEG .716 .176 .584 4.070 .000

a. Dependent Variable: Tax
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Toe & & 2

rof 239 (10)p8y Gilad) Jsaad) (e

28



A Al psad) Al e daaly U
il G e 2 2026 als 3 anl) 48 alaal

Coeill dealyl) eyl e 5l Aaussie Linse b)) ADle dgay iy (R = 0.584) LoV Jales
Ay b el gl dAadlSe ddlady oy pal)

OSar Apgas (b apdal) Gyl Andla Adlad B sl e %344 o S (R?=0.341) paail) Jalee
Acahll eyl Gle PR (e la s

ilan) AN 5) aadisad) Jlas) zisall of a3 Sig = 0.000 ifbas) AV2 ae (16.562) Lllall F dod

Adle
Ayl Al Sy poal B p (i e liny %5 con 1 s Sig. = 0.000 Ao ¢ 33 Giludl Jpanl e
s T

.L.Jyu ‘;A g..u’)d\ ‘,\J@.'J\ dablga @M ga :\.G.Aj)l\ Qlu'ﬂﬂ\ gLﬁJ 3%3\.&4;\ Ny 33 Lﬁﬁ:“-‘ J’.ﬁ 426
Lalall Agl) (pn rnspall ol Canial Alianl AVS 53 (goima il an gy :ARNAY Ao Bl) Luca )il L)

Apge A ol Cogill A8l 4068 8 (Dleall-Cajladl) Jie AV Silgally asully il

AANE Al iy Jalas il (11) a8y Jgoa

Model Summary
Std. Error of the

Model R R Square Adjusted R Square Estimate

1 4562 .208 .183 .57496

a. Predictors: (Constant), INS

ANOVA?®
Model Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig.
1 Regression 2.782 1 2.782 8.416 .007°
Residual 10.578 32 .331
Total 13.360 33

a. Dependent Variable: Tax

b. Predictors: (Constant), INS

Coefficients?

Standardized

Unstandardized Coefficients Coefficients
Model B Std. Error Beta t Sig.
1 (Constant) 1.394 .720 1.935 .062
INS .709 .245 .456 2.901 .007
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a. Dependent Variable: Tax
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Model Summary
Std. Error of the

Model R R Square Adjusted R Square Estimate

1 4462 .199 174 .57837

a. Predictors: (Constant), EL

ANOVA?®
Model Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig.
1 Regression 2.656 1 2.656 7.940 .008°
Residual 10.704 32 .335
Total 13.360 33

a. Dependent Variable: Tax

b. Predictors: (Constant), EL

Coefficients?

Standardized

Unstandardized Coefficients Coefficients
Model B Std. Error Beta T Sig.
1 (Constant) 2.199 .460 4.783 .000
EL .551 .196 446 2.818 .008

a. Dependent Variable: Tax
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Coefficients?

Collinearity Statistics

Model Tolerance VIF

1 DIG .973 1.028
LEG .970 1.031
INS .698 1.432
EL .701 1.427

a. Dependent Variable: Tax

(SPSS27) galis pladiuly (Abaa¥) Julaill il e 2l 2 jaadl)
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Model Summary

Std. Error of the

Model R R Square Adjusted R Square Estimate

1 7922 .627 .575 41474

a. Predictors: (Constant), EL, DIG, LEG, INS
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ANOVA?
Model Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig.
1 Regression 8.372 4 2.093 12.168 .000°
Residual 4.988 29 172
Total 13.360 33
a. Dependent Variable: Tax
b. Predictors: (Constant), EL, DIG, LEG, INS
Coefficients?
Standardized
Unstandardized Coefficients Coefficients
Model B Std. Error Beta T Sig.
1 (Constant) -.943- .824 -1.144- .262
DIG .107 .181 .068 .589 .560
LEG 727 141 .594 5.154 .000
INS .359 211 .231 1.702 .099
EL .450 .168 .364 2.683 .012

a. Dependent Variable: Tax
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