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The Role of the French Constitutional Council in Oversight of the
Constitutionality of Laws in France

Abstract

The constitution sits at the top of the legislative pyramid in all countries,
and the supremacy of the constitution has no value without constitutional
oversight that ensures that laws do not violate the constitution.
Therefore, countries have adopted various mechanisms to ensure the
supremacy of the constitution, some of which have achieved their
purpose, while others have not, by depriving individuals of challenging a
law that violates the constitution, as in France before 2008. The
shortcomings of this oversight exercised by the Constitutional Council,
which is considered political oversight according to the notification
mechanism, were the reason for activating subsequent judicial oversight
and indirectly allowing individuals to litigate before the Constitutional
Council through the issue of constitutional priority.

Keywords:

Constitutional Council, preliminary issue, political oversight, judicial
oversight, supremacy of the constitution - violation of laws, constitutional
lawsuit, oversight mechanism, prior and subsequent oversight, legal
challenge, notification.
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