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Assessment of Levels of Pain, Discomfort
and Functional Impairments Associated
with Alignment and Leveling of Severe
Crowding on the Upper Jaw Using Self-

Ligating Brackets in Comparison with
Conventional Brackets: A Two Arms
Randomized Controlled Clinical Trial

Abstract

Objective: This study aimed to evaluate the levels of pain,
discomfort and functional impairments associated with the
treatment of severe crowding on the upper jaw using self-ligating
brackets compared to conventional brackets.

Materials and methods: The study sample consisted of 34 patients
(27 females, 7 males) suffering from severe crowding in the
anterior region of the upper jaw. They were randomly allocated into
two groups: the self-ligating brackets group (17 patients, average
age: 19.97 = 2.83 years) and the conventional brackets group (17
patients, mean age: 20 + 2.43 years). Levels of pain, discomfort,
and functional impairments were assessed at four assessment times:
(T1) on the first day, (T2) after 7 days, (T3) after 14 days and (T4)
after 28 days of the beginning of orthodontic treatment by asking
the patient to complete a questionnaire of six questions based on the
visual analogue scale (VAS) for all questions.

Results: As for pain levels, they were mild in both study groups.
They were higher on the first day in the conventional brackets
group than in the self-ligating brackets group without a significant
difference between the two groups (P = 0.078). Discomfort levels
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were higher in the conventional brackets group than in the self-
ligating brackets group at each of the first three evaluation times,
with a significant difference between the two groups on the first
day and after 7 days of treatment beginning (P <0.05). Mastication
difficulties were greater in the conventional brackets group than in
the self-ligating brackets group on the first day and after 7 days of
treatment. Regarding the swallowing difficulties, they were mild on

the first day in both groups and thereafter they almost disappeared.

Conclusions: The use of self-ligating brackets is associated with
mild pain levels and mild discomfort levels. Treatment with a fixed
appliance, either with self-ligating or conventional brackets does
not cause significant existence of swelling or jaw movement
limitation. The use of self-ligating brackets is associated with fewer
mastication difficulties than those associated with the use of
conventional brackets. Levels of pain, discomfort, and functional
impairments are the highest on the first day of treatment then
decrease over time, to almost no longer after four weeks.

Keywords: pain and discomfort, severe crowding, self-ligating

brackets, conventional brackets
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T4 T3

aal) N Al | il asl) N sy | bl | i)

=Y ] whadl | alaall | Y ] whaal | abuall | ugdl
2 0 0.68 0.29 2 0 0.88 0.82 Ql
2 0 0.80 0.53 4 0 1.18 0.82 Q2
0 0 0.00 0.00 1 0 0.33 0.12 Q3
2 0 0.86 0.65 5 0 1.53 1.12 Q4
0 0 0.00 0.00 1 0 0.33 0.12 Q5
1 0 0.24 0.06 1 0 0.24 0.06 Q6

Aallaall e (40 a2 28 220 : T4 Aallaall ey (0 ag2 14 220 :T3
106 «plll Lysra yie 105 il Lgra ke 104 @ LEV) e 103 zlesV) e 1Q2 Q) e :Ql

asll (B LaEsl) cpalal) Ao gara & Liidagl ABleYly zleiily Al clpsiial Lhagll slaay) :4 o) Jgaal)
Loaygail) Aallaall £33 Ga pll 7 mg J¥)

T2 T1
aal) asl) Cihady) | e gial aal) asl) Cilal) | bagdl | s
A=Y e whaall | aleall | oY) S whaall | plaal) | ugadl
6 0 2.01 2.94 37 0 11.52 | 14.65 Ql
22 1 6.64 | 10.59 33 1 10.07 | 19.18 Q2
1 0 0.39 0.18 1 0 0.33 0.12 Q3
11 2 3.18 4.59 18 2 3.98 7.65 Q4
1 0 0.24 0.06 9 1 2.57 4.00 Q5
2 0 0.48 0.12 4 0 131 0.88 Q6

Aalleall 223 (g il 7 20 T2 chadlaadl (30 JSY1 2l :T2

Slall A aaan paia :Q6
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Lagy 14 sy i) cipualad) degana 8 diuligl) A8leYly zle3iVls Al il iiagl) slaa) 15 85 Jaad)
doaygail) Apdlaal) £y Cpa Lagy 28 aayg

T4 T3
aal) asl) Gyl | dagial) asl) asl) ady) | bl | )
Py ] whaal | alaall | Y ] whadl | abuall | ugydl
2 0 0.56 0.24 2 0 0.71 0.84 Ql
2 0 0.78 0.65 5 0 1.06 1.56 Q2
1 0 0.33 0.12 1 0 A2 0.33 Q3
2 0 0.80 0.53 4 0 .88 1.16 Q4
1 0 0.33 0.12 1 0 A2 0.33 Q5
1 0 0.24 0.06 1 0 .06 0.24 Q6

Aallaall e (40 a2 28 220 : T4 Aallaall s (0 ag2 14 220 :T3
106 «polll Lisra yie 105 il Lgra ke 104 @ LEV) e 103 zlesV) e 1Q2 Q) e :Ql
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L glal) Aol gl g8 4 gt g Clan o 4581 pal) Liids ol) ABle) g zle 31 g AW s glna andls
A g A BSIARRY g Lol bl AU 5l B 1 i) Ao AR g5 g
1 AV S i aggsinaalally byl 4603 clpalal) (i gane

T4 T3 T2 T1

EEPTYeN sl EEPTYeN Lasal)
R P-value | P-value R P-value | P-value
Azilasy) 4Axilasy) Azilasy) Axilasy)

(NS) | 0938 | (NS) | 0694 | (Ns) | 0766 | (Ns) | 0.078 | ail

(NS) | 0585 | (Ns) | 0.815 | (+) [0000 | () | 0002 | @

(NS) | 0151 | (NS) | 1.000 | (NS) | 0.294 | (Ns) | 1.000 | Q3

(NS) | 0.691 | (Ns) | 0.807 | (NS) | 0117 | () | 0.003 | Q4

(NS) | 0.151 | (NS) | 1.000 | (NS) | 0.294 | (NS) | 0.740 | Q5

(NS) | 1.000 | (NS) | 1.000 | (NS) | 0.966 | (NS) | 0.907 | Q6

Jie e 1(¥) ‘LGLA;j inaa G358 a9 Y (NS) (Mann-Whitney U test jloal raadiudl jlaayl
-P<0.05

p51 28 22 :T4 cAallaall ey o a9 14 223 :T3 cdalladll ey 010 elj 7 2 :T2 ddalladl e J§YI asdl :T1
EENIESNR TR

el Lgna piie 105 cgand) Lsra e 104 LEY) e 1Q3 zledW) e 1Q2 @Y st :Q1
Slal) A< ya 2aat e tQ6

Oa Asgana JS B Aagyadl clsiall Gl ae abl A ayasl da)

: OiS gannal)
3afy Aallaall 4oy die lags ay)l) 4800 Clpalsl) desene 3 L el ol
wrill L0l Ga V) el (B paai MS G Gadll 5ie e eapl) (Ll
P<0.05) sl &30}l o i) IS Cm Wasa Bl OIS 85 (Lass 28 22y )
e (e Lo 285 Loy 14 2m ) 0¥ omall (B e L (7 ) Jaal)
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P=0.421) Lplasy) Lald)l e s Gl 0S5 al Can (Apastil)l Aalleal)
i ) Ty Cam Lalil) ealall desanal dpally HaY) Gl (7 &) Jsaal
Gal (G pamiy A8 in Gadll se ae el alilly 33y dallaall Dy e
Do ) IS O s (il oIS By (Las 28 am ) i) el e LAY
Loss 14 s ) s Gl L lae L (8 4y Jsaall (P<0.05) ansill i)
Aglas) Aalll ge Wass @l 0 ol Cun (Ll Anllaall o2 G Lass 285

(8 a8y Jsaall (P=0.528)

icgane 8 Addd cilS Ll zlepVl sl Glgieal dowilly eV @l
allad) 4y Mo Al Glpalall degene & G, Lyl 433 falal)
el e DY) Gl (eSS s el gse g el el sl
il B30l e oiey IS o Wass @Al OIS N (Lag 28 am (sl) sl
285 Losy 14 2 ) a1 el o L (85 7 a8 alsaall (P<0.05)
Ailaay) Aalll e L @Al 0 ol dua (sl Aallddl ey (e Loy

(857 a8y uilsaall «P=1.000)

icgene B Gl ASu aaatl Aol GY) QXSG adgilly LAl el S
Lejl Al Sa G iy dallaal) Gy i LyjE Lestaee Jayyll 46503 il pealal
o) Jsaall (P>0.05) auil) &ia)l (e carie) 61 O Apdon (Bosb dsas (s anil
O ApAea B Bsas 050 Rl Clpalall desene o Galil 4813 LYYy (7

(8 a3y Jsaall (P>0.05) apill dia)l e (psia) 5]

O gl iy <y 38 oyl 3503 Gl palall Ao gane ol il seal duilly
o US13.65 ¢4.24 il ial dag) dallaall s (e oLl A 2ars V) asall (0
b la (K o) Gl (7 A8y Jsaad) ciallaall ca o all drss 2y V) asdl

&b oaindl 4l s (7 &) Jsaad) (P=1.000) ANy JsY) Gnadl) Cm s
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e 0¥ Cpiadlly ol el C (hen (8 dsa ae AU anil) o)
O 28 Al Cpalall degens 3 Wl (7 a8y Jsaall (P<0.05) apiill Aol
4.59 <7.65 :hugiall dad) Ul daws 2xy mitily JY) sl 4 el gl
35ns 050 0N (8 ady dsaad) cdadleall ey o ol Faas 2y V1 asdl) e UK
Js0n pe palANL el (8 a8 Jsaall (P=0.052) (e senall G (o 38
a)l e oY) il sV Ciadl) Om Anaes 308 lia CulS Cumy el

(8 &) Jsaall (P<0.05) syl

icgane 8 Aalled) By 8 A ol cilas ai Al Glsea e W
(7 o) dsaadl sV asdl 8371 5 sluall lavsgial) dad) Lapyl) 4313 il pualsl)
Gl O s gilisive (Al (b raail ail) Asajl Bl A Gl aay (midil
A om e (7 & sl (P<0.05) apiill diejl Als JsY) el on Lyasea
Las 28 2ays Lagy 14 2ay5 oLl 7 2ay (of (AL AN apiil) Laa)l 0 Lpasa o5
LulEll lalall de pene b gl Glsmal 4l (7 48 Jsasll <P>0.05)
asll & 4.00 : bl Jassiall daf) dalleal) dyay 3 L Aad Jlof culas i
O SRS (b 9ag (059 el Al (Bl (8 @l aay aal (8 o) Jgaad) ¢ Y
P>0.05) as 28 amys Lasy 14 amys ol 7 2xy ol (ALY ADAN i) 4]

(8 )y Jsaadl
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Ao sana (Audaiilaal A3l0Y bl i funtY) 2024 e o gy 2adi0) 43asilotal) 7 ALl LS 7 o3) Jgaa )

1 .ol 413 cfpalal)

Tailaay) L jagall Alaiay) dagd bgiall (5 lgh dad Jah Bl s A5aal)
*) 0.000 4.00 T2-T1
*) 0.000 6.23 T3-T1
(*) 0.000 6.76 T4-T1
(*) 0.001 2.23 T3-T2 al
*) 0.000 2.76 T4-T2
(NS) 0.421 0.52 T4-T3
(*) 0.000 6.11 T2-T1
(*) 0.000 7.76 T3-T1
*) 0.000 8.05 T4-T1
*) 0.001 1.64 T3-T2 Q2
(*) 0.000 1.94 T4-T2
(NS) 1.000 0.29 T4-T3
(NS) 1.000 0.05 T2-T1
(NS) 1.000 0.00 T3-T1
(NS) 0.981 0.11 T4-T1
(NS) 1.000 0.05 T3-T2 Q3
(NS) 1.000 0.05 T4-T2
(NS) 0.981 0.11 T4-T3
(NS) 1.000 0.58 T2-T1
(*) 0.003 3.11 T3-T1
*) 0.000 3.58 T4-T1
(NS) 0.053 2.52 T3-T2 Q4
(*) 0.019 3.00 T4-T2
(NS) 1.000 0.47 T4-T3
(*) 0.000 3.52 T2-T1
(*) 0.000 3.58 T3-T1
(*) 0.000 3.70 T4-T1
(NS) 1.000 0.05 T3-T2 Qs
(NS) 0.496 0.17 T4-T2
(NS) 0.981 0.11 T4-T3
(NS) 0.139 0.70 T2-T1
(NS) 0.139 0.70 T3-T1 Q6
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(NS) 0.139 0.70 T4-T1
(NS) 1.000 0.00 T3-12
(NS) 1.000 0.00 T4-T2
(NS) 0.139 0.00 T4-T3

.P<0.05 xie imsn 1(*) Lilas) dpasa G55 35 Y ((NS) Bonferroni cawa Uaee ddlaia¥! deg

0 ps 28 220 T4 dallaall 2 (4a a0 14 223 :T3 cdalladll 2y (40 el.j 7 220 T2 daled) e J5Y) asdl : T1
Aadleddl cn

106 calll dgma e 1Q5 cjomal) ugra e 1Q4 Y] yiie 103 zleil) st 1Q2 ) ysie:QlL
Slall A< ya daal yaxia
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Ao sana (Audaiilaal A3l0Y bl ity 2024 e o gy 2adi0) 43asilonal) 7 AR 1S3 :8 o3, Jgaa)

A cpalall

Tailaay) 4 pgall Alaiay) dagd bgiall (5 lgh dad Jah Bl s A5aal)
*) 0.001 11.70 T2-T1
*) 0.001 13.94 T3-T1
(*) 0.001 14.41 T4-T1
(*) 0.002 2.23 T3-T2 Ql
*) 0.000 2.70 T4-T2
(NS) 0.528 0.47 T4-T3
(*) 0.003 8.58 T2-T1
(*) 0.000 18.11 T3-T1
*) 0.000 18.52 T4-T1
*) 0.000 9.52 T3-T2 Q2
(*) 0.000 9.94 T4-T2
(NS) 1.000 0.41 T4-T3
(NS) 1.000 0.05 T2-T1
(NS) 1.000 0.00 T3-T1
(NS) 1.000 0.00 T4-T1
(NS) 1.000 0.05 T3-T2 Q3
(NS) 1.000 0.05 T4-T2
(NS) 1.000 0.00 T4-T3
(NS) 0.052 3.05 T2-T1
(*) 0.000 6.76 T3-T1
*) 0.000 7.11 T4-T1
*) 0.001 3.70 T3-T2 Q4
(*) 0.001 4.05 T4-T2
(NS) 1.000 0.35 T4-T3
(*) 0.000 3.94 T2-T1
(*) 0.000 3.88 T3-T1
(*) 0.000 3.88 T4-T1
(NS) 1.000 0.05 T3-T2 Qs
(NS) 1.000 0.05 T4-T2
(NS) 1.000 0.00 T4-T3
(NS) 0.294 0.76 T2-T1
(NS) 0.154 0.82 T3-T1 Q6

119




4 glad) diaad) (oul 81 Ay gauti g i )1 ABE) pal) Al gl) ABSY) g le 3V 5 V) iy gisa i
4 e A 20 1A ) pualad) aa A5 KRN oy 1) A i jaalad) aladiady alas Y Buad
&J:\“J\ Al Bliaa dda guiaa

(NS) 0.154 0.82 T4-T1
(NS) 1.000 0.05 T3-12
(NS) 1.000 0.05 T4-T2
(NS) 1.000 0.00 T4-T3

.P<0.05 xie imsn 1(*) Lilas) dpasa G55 35 Y ((NS) Bonferroni cawa Usee dilaia¥) deg T

00 ps 28 20y T4 diallaadl 60y (g a5y 14 220 :T3 challaall 221 (g ol 7 223 T2 challaddl o JsY) asall £ T2
Aadleddl cn

106 ald) Aygra e 105 cind) dsma e 104 LEN) e 103 gl st :Q2 @) e :Ql
Slall A< ya daal yaxia

AL

Lpap sl JSLERN aal (saa) il ClalaayVL dal ) SLaY! 6o Vs el
Wl bl o 5 e g W Gl Aallad) 8B Gmpall ads )
Giball zle Vs A1 laie e duhall sda & 550 5 g . [30 4 1] Al
Aglleal) Aalill 4aaY Bl 255 18 Gu eV & aadll Glai V1 ¢ gu 23l

Agpanl) 450l 030 eyl 2 alls

el asiall Gliia¥) il e Gl VAS gpad) JBLall Guliall aodi
b Asladinl ot ) Adla) Akl alil) L lesad Genliall ST e 43,0 ks
Lailly agdll Jgus Gobiall 138 ey [13 (11] Zaludl cluhally dglll bl

[26] 3ypall il (s 3,8l B gl 53 iy LS ajall Al
Spalal) degane b el Luasll dalled) o sl 8 V) Gilgie il
AN o ) eV 138 (ghay 38y Jag)ll 4505 il pealal) de gana b 4ke Ayl
sy @A) Y1 Apadal) lpalall b aie JA Jag )l 40813 Culpealall HUai 8 algial)
J8 lisine g gt W e sl ASa Apay LSl ranys adl (58
HE Cpdll aDleys Miles gl ae ddblie bl oda ela My L2l (g
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Slo Gl s zole 8 Lyl 450 Ghalall ae dgelsill Ladall il pualall
Aaystil) Aalleall AN ALY 8 ) o Dsaags oladial aall Ay el Gl
oda il Clidl cpa 8 [31] Audgll Al cpalal degane 4 el
Vs 0l hall A1 Jspa Al aDle)s Fleming s gl s dyall
Loyl 4503 halally Lpaiil) lpalall aladiuly Jaud) clal) e caald) alaaiyl
S L ) Appeed) &l Y CDAY) e e a5 L JSY) g DA
i b adleall Cagal) AlaaV) dayy ) dila) Fleming duln & cup

Aalleall P 2R (e J8 il siane iy 8 ) Y|

28 axy lglhsiue 32l 8 euall Gl Hype g (@A AN il iy
Gl e 2l g Al k) sda Cplay el Aalled) sy (e Logy
28 <26] gl (e ISV sl 8 cilaas 8 il AN 550 o ciaay ) ALl

33 (32

WS 3 dag¥) mlill Slhigies o ol (B gliWls w25l (0 Aage o Jansi ol
& Anba @bl ) el adel daii dpapds Aaiill 028 ety JAuhall Jiegena
i) fay sl (sl 8yl ) ASLia) eyl Al 3o

icsena b 4k el Ladsl chalal)l degane 4 zlesVl Gl el
Dhiays Apay sl Aallaall o SV asd) & Coraall laiey Jagll 4513 Cialal
Ayl sda il Cela dy el dalled) say o ol 7 2ey Gzl DU
sl Rl ahall 2 le i) o sany cpdl) 4Ds Fleming g5l ae 485
L) Calall desane 4 Jlef g el Sl e Cagsll iyl el
sE Cpll 4Dleds Scott gl ctlla Laiy [13] Lapll 451 Slpalall L 4
Salgn aliy i) o) Gl e padl) aladi¥) el 3l Gihall zles)

BIS 58 Tgany ol cpilly o)l 213 clpealally Gpaliil) i palall e sana o
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g5 b CORY) 1 i By el cn e V) Esdl DA (e sendll
bl ) oty g2 56V Lo sl siall daysil) sl laiag Adadl) il pualal
e stil) Aallaall g Gl AV laie

G b il Gaill Hiie ge Gfiesenall S mlepl) Glisiee Cuaili,
il By el Aallaall e e Lasy 28 3 (ol b)) ) () (B Leilisin
O zlesl Glisine of copelal Al ALl Gluhall (e aae 0l pe il 538
AN 5pe pe RlANL Glayy Z30) Ge IV Aelu 24 DA L Aad e

[33 <32 «26]

asdl & Al Ghalall dogane 8 el culS 2 joad) cilgeaal dually
asll & e sanall C gaen B8 sas ae Aalladll s e AUl 7 das V)
CEN ysye pn i senall IS 3 Rl AV Clgie Gl any clayg L JY)
O G s 0 ol 0 s 28 aays 14 amy Aanidie Gligiee Jad
e Gl VL pad) Clga udi N8 LAl Slsied) (& gie send)
Loy il dpapsiill Aallaall (o asll 3 4l dad el Jaws 3 dpaygiil) Aallaall
sl Riall Ay B AV D sy amiaid e IS gl e el Gy
Al il e Aualiia il oda ela Mg gl Adds 8 Gt ae L]
gl Chpalall degens 8 jamall & Glgma oo Il ol 4Dy Tecco
ol 138 06 a5 ALl Bael i) GAlly Al Clpalall 8 4t lef dayl
12) L yreal hleel ciaginl ) G jaall dppead) 2580 3 DY) ) 1gee
) el aadieall Jagyl) 4603 Clpalall s cadia) ) dila) 4 (18 —

122



oA g L eI AR 2021 e 14 sl 43 Al Cad) dadly Ay

gy e il Aa b oaaad o Al Cligma 3 dege lsie gl Jaus
Ll b el Aallad) 4y 8 las dmidie gl CulS Cus dalladl
&b Gligma lgany il aDle)s Sergl Cdlays LAl e sane DS 8 dalladl)
S Al 53aY ¢ s Aadial) Apaysill Anllaall g5 O L dadleall Ay 8 oL
b Usadiall lis jra) dppeal) 2l 1) GOV 138 25ny 3y [14] 38 yaidl)
Aallall ) Aplaiad o ety 62 V) Ain 12 jec Jawsgies agiul

ggadl) Cailla gl o laydil CUA g daa il

Allal) Aupal) cibagasa

sl el et dapy ¥ G ) Al b Glagand) e el dag
Wiz il el YL oSay ol iy anl) die)l paes 8 Ll ¢
bl gl el J=d 253y e 8l =y o35 (Hawthorne effect)
aa il o puial) 5l Gy Al L lalily Y dsdledl gl 481y die el
Anilly ¢ lgm dpaxill Galdd YL S &l LALball oa (8 A el il
U8 e Wjaaa AslSals Aeasionall Cihealall o ss CDERY Blai oayall ) sl
e daslll clibulls d8laay) Jlladll o Jaid dpexil] s oaiajall
rlaliiiuy)
b leie DLl Ty Aags Al by gy Jag )l 4503 Clpealall aladin) @il -1
eyl Aalledd) Gudad e JsY) asdl G4 daliy Al Glalal)
A1y Clpalall alasiul @il Cua 2l Geluadd dually 5aY) Gl
Gesn¥) 8 i) Chalall an lee Jily ddid Glgiea L)l
Galbea) e Sy
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Gl palall o Jag)l) 4813 Gl palall olow culill Sleall dalbeall s ¥ -2
A aamd g gl LWL il e dpeal D lgie D)
RER]

Aalaa) @l e J e Cilysray Japll 3513 Clpalall aladial @il -3
MS o s o I ) (B Laseady i) cyalal) Gub g
A SN Clsraa Gy ol Clalall e

psdll (8l Aad el Bl gl lBleYls zlesls A gt 0585 -4
paniil CEl )yie pa GRUANL ety ol Sleall Gulsi e JsY)
bl ol ose s s

:Clua gl

GAE LY aadl) Al eVl 8 dalig Japll 260 Gpalall dadiuly s
A a1 Ayl Cuall (e A0Y) Jalall 8 dialiy Bz le il all il gty
e sl Aalladll @il e Gusgs papall (slad e Ll Say
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