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Identifying the Factors Affecting the
Decision to Refer to Pediatric Dentists in
Damascus by General Dentist

Abstract

Background And Aim: The aim of the study is to determine the
factors affecting the decision to refer to pediatric dentists among a

group of general dentists in the city of Damascus.

Material and Method: This descriptive study was performed on
221 general dentists. Data were collected by a questionnaire. A
questionnaire including special dentist questions and others about
treatment pediatric patients was distributed among GDPs. Data
analyzed with Kolmogorov—smirnov test and Kruskal Wallis test

using Spss.

Results: patient cooperation was considered the most frequently
factor (66.1% very important) in making a decision to refer the
case, followed by patient with special needs (59.3%), age patient
(40.7%). In addition, there are statistically significant differences in
the impact of the referral decision according to the age group of

general dentists.
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Conclusion: This survey showed that many dentists in Damascus
city had a positive attitude toward referral system. In addition, the
most important factor when referring a patient is the degree of

patient cooperation.

Words: Pediatric Dentistry, Behavioral management, Reasons for Referral.
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Prevalence of Metabolic Syndrome And
Its Relationship with Vitamin D Levels
Among Adults in Homs ,Syria

Abstract:

Objectives: Metabolic syndrome is one of the most prevalent health
problems worldwide, and is closely related to chronic diseases such as
cardiovascular disease and type 2 diabetes, which are among the most
prevalent health risks in society. A large prevalence of vitamin D
deficiency was also found despite the long hours of the sun and the
geographical location of the country. The aim of the research was to study
the relationship between the prevalence of metabolic syndrome and
vitamin D deficiency in the city of Homs, due to the evidence of the link
between metabolic syndrome and vitamin D.

METHODS: The cross-sectional study was conducted on 250 individuals
out of 400 participants from endocrinology and cardiology clinics,
nutritional follow-up clinics and labor hospital in Homs city.
Measurements were made for waist circumference and blood pressure, in
addition to (fasting blood glucose - triglycerides - HDL) and vitamin D
assays. Statistical analysis was conducted to find the correlation between
the prevalence of metabolic syndrome and vitamin D levels, and the
differences at the significance threshold (P<0.05) were statistically
significant.

Results: The prevalence of metabolic syndrome in the sample was
46.6%, and vitamin D deficiency was approximately 69.9%. A
relationship was found between the prevalence of metabolic syndrome
and vitamin D deficiency.

Conclusion: Vitamin D deficiency is a predisposing factor for metabolic
syndrome and its complications, which highlights the importance of
investigation and proper management of vitamin D deficiency to reduce
the prevalence of metabolic syndrome.

Key words: Metabolic syndrome, vitamin D, Fasting blood glucose,
Waist circumference, Triglycerides, HDL, Insulin resistance, Central
obesity.
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Frequency of HLA Celiac Disease Risk
Alleles and Haplotypes in Healthy

Individuals in Syria

Abstract:

Celiac disease (CeD) occurs only in individuals who are able to
express human leukocyte antigens (HLA)DQ2 orDQ8, and these are
expressed in nearly a third of healthy people in the West. As the
disease is very uncommon in Syria, we evaluated the possibility that
the relevant genes are infrequent in this population. one hundred
healthy adults without any gastrointestinal symptoms or
autoimmune disease. Genomic DNA was extracted from venous
blood and amplified

by PCR using the specific primers for the following alleles which
determine the CeD risk haplotypes:

DQA1*0201, DQA1*0301, DQA1*0501, DQA1*0502 and
DQB1*02, DQB0302

Among 100 healthy subjects, the most common haplotype was
DQ2.5/ DQ2.5 at 11%, followed by DQ2.5 / DQ2.2, DQ2.2 / DQ8
and DQ8 haplotypes by 5% of subjects only, while the less
prevalent haplotype were DQ2. 5/ DQ8 and DQ2.2 / DQ2.2 by 2%.
Overall, 30 % of the study participants had one or more haplotypes
that predispose to developing HLA DQ2.5, DQ2.2, DQ8.

Key words: Haplotype, celiac disease, Gluten, Human Leucocyte

antigen, Syria
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Evaluation of the Accuracy of Internal
Adaptation of All Ceramic Crowns
Fabricated from Zirconia Reinforced

Lithium silicate(zls).

Abstract

Background and Aim of study: The internal adaptation of ceramic
prostheses is a key element in the long-term success of these
prostheses. However, the internal adaptation of prostheses
fabricated by Heat-Pressed(IPS emax) and Computer-Aided Design
/' Manufacturing (CAD/CAM)(zirconia&zls) techniques still
requires further research. therefore, the objective of this research to
study the accuracy of Internal Adaptation of All Ceramic Crowns
Fabricated from Zirconia ,IPS emax and Zirconia Reinforced
Lithium silicate(zls).

Materials and Methods: The research sample consisted of (60)
Ceramic crowns  (N=60) divided into three equal groups
(n1=n2=n3=20). In the first group, 20ceramic crowns fabricated
from zls , in the second group, 20 ceramic crowns fabricated from
IPS emax and in the third group 20 ceramic crowns fabricated from
zirconia .

It was performed on the auditors of the fixed dental prosthesis
department at the faculty of dentistry at the university of Damascus
who have three premolars need to receive all ceramic
crowns,Marginal adaptation of the crowns was measured by cement
replica technique before applying the crowns , mesiodistal sections
and buccolingual sections were made and measured the marginal
adaptation in 8 points for each section using the BX41 OLYMPUS
optical microscope magnifying x10. An analysis of variance test
was performed to study the significance of differences between

101




(21S) i3S it s sall o fill) CilSalin (pa dadeaall 48 340 laill el (glay) 483 auls

groups and then tukey test was performed to find out which groups
differed fundamentally from the other.

Results: the average internal gap for the ceramic crowns
manufactured from zls 108,650 , the ceramic crowns manufactured
from IPS Emax 68,150 ,and the ceramic crowns manufactured from
zirconia 113,150 and therefore there was a statistically significant
difference between the groups at the confidence level 95% where
the average the internal gap in the second group smaller than the
first and the third groups.

Conclusions: Among the limitations of this study we conclude that
the internal gap value of the ceramic crowns variant according to the
fabrication method used, Thus, Heat-Pressed ceramic crowns have
more adaptation than CAD/CAM ceramic crowns as it represents
less internal gap values, Although all values were within clinically
acceptable limits.

Keywords: Internal adaptation, Ceramic crowns, Heat-Pressed,
CAD/CAM.
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Comparison of coronary angiography
findings in diabetic and non-diabetic
patients with non-ST segment elevation
acute coronary syndrome
Ahmad Rasheed Alsaadi PHD - Department of Internal Medicine

(Cardiology) - Faculty of Medicine — Damascus University —
Damascus — Syrian Arab Republic

Abstract

Background: Diabetes mellitus (DM) is a major risk factor for
cardiovascular events.

Aim: To study angiographic extents, type of vessels, number of
vessels, severity involving coronary artery and its branches in
patients with Non ST elevation acute coronary syndrome (NSTE-
ACS).Compare the same in diabetics and non diabetics with NSTE-
ACS.

Materials and Methods: A prospective cohort study enrolled 250
patients with NSTE-ACS,105 diabetics and 145 non-diabetics,
admitted at Al-Assad and Al-Mouassat University Hospitals in
Damascus. Patients were selected randomly during the period
March 2019 — January 2020. All patients underwent coronary
angiography. Chi-square test was used to determine any significant
difference between two groups. p-value of less than 0.05 was
considered significant.

Results: Normal coronaries were more common in non diabetic
patients. Single vessel involvement was significantly more in non
diabetics (60.4%) as compared to diabetic patients (%20.4) (P
<0.001), while there were statistically no significant differences in
double vessel disease in both groups (P= 0.65). Triple vessel disease
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were more common in diabetic than non diabetic patients (48.5%
vs. 11.2%. P<.001).

Left main disease, right coronary artery disease, diffuse disease,
stenosis and total occlusion were more common in diabetic
patients.

Conclusion: The severity and extent of CAD and incidence of triple
vessel disease was significantly high in diabetics when compared to
non diabetics.

Keywords: Coronary angiography; Coronary artery disease;
Diabetes mellitus.
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