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Abstract
A detailed morphological study was conducted on the flowers of the
Althaea cannabina, which is wildly distributed in the Slenfa-Lattakia
region, with few individuals. The dimensions of the epicalyx ,calyx, petals,
stamen tube, and anthers were measured, and the number of pollen grains
within the anthers was counted, and these grains were studied in detail
with light and electron microscopes (the dimensions of the Intine and
Exine were measured, as well as the dimensions of the spines on the
Exine, in addition to the diameter of the Pore). In a similar way, the
number of Mericarps in the ovary was counted and studied in detail with
light and electron microscopes (especially the decorations of the outer
cover of the fruits and the seeds inside them). This study constitutes a
basic building block for other morphological studies that include all plant
sections, and thus contributes to taxonomic studies to identify the species

of the genus Althaea that is widespread in the wild in Syria.

Keywords: Malvaceae - Althaea cannabina - flowers - Mericarps and

seeds - electron microscope.
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