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A Preliminary Study of the Mollusks of the Euphrates River (Raqga-
Syria)

Alaa othman*, Ekbal Fadel**, Zuhair al Majid ***

Abstract

This study presents the first ecological and taxonomic assessment of
freshwater mollusks in two selected sites of the Euphrates River: the New
Bridge area and the Old Bridge area. Samples were collected monthly for
one full year, from May 2023 to April 2024, using qualitative sampling
methods due to the nature of the aquatic environment. A total of ten
mollusk species were identified, including three species belonging to the
class Gastropoda (two prosobranch species and one pulmonate species),
while the remaining seven species belonged to the class Bivalvia.

The study documents, for the first time in Syria, the presence of
Dreissena bugensis, in addition to the first recorded occurrence of
Dreissena polymorpha in the Euphrates River. Physical and chemical
water parameters were measured at each site, including temperature,
dissolved oxygen, total alkalinity, total carbonate hardness, and water
transparency. Relative abundance and constancy analyses revealed clear
differences in species distribution between the two study sites. This work
contributes essential baseline data on the molluscan fauna of the region
and provides valuable insight for future ecological studies and water
quality assessment.
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4- Corbicula fluminea

5- Corbicula fluminalis
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