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ABSTRACT

The pufferfish Lagocephalus sceleratus is a widely distributed invasive fish
species in the Mediterranean Sea; however, information on its associated
parasites from the Syrian coast remains limited. This study aimed to detect
Anisakis larvae in L. sceleratus caught off the Syrian coast and to characterize
them based on morphological features. Ten fish specimens were collected,
dissected, and nematodes were extracted from their digestive tracts and
prepared for microscopic examination. The results revealed the presence of
larvae exhibiting distinct morphological characteristics consistent with the
genus Anisakis. This represents the first record of Anisakis larvae in
Lagocephalus sceleratus from Syrian waters, contributing new knowledge on
the parasite diversity associated with invasive fish species in the eastern
Mediterranean, and providing a basis for future studies on the distribution of
Anisakis and its relationships with marine hosts in the region.

Keywords: Lagocephalus sceleratus, Anisakis, Marine parasites, Syrian
coast, Mediterranean Sea.
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