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Natural Radioactivity Resulting from Swedish Wood Used in
Buildings of Homs City

Khawla Abdullah Al-Faraj Prof. Dr. Abdul Hadi Soufan

Abstract:

This study aims to determine the levels of natural radioactivity and to
calculate the radiation doses associated with Swedish wood, both imported
and locally sourced, which is widely used in the buildings of Homs city.
Selected samples of Swedish wood were collected from the forests of
Talkalakh, the tree belt along the Homs—Hama highway, and the tree belt
along the Homs—Damascus highway, in addition to samples obtained from
local sawmills in Homs. The samples were ground, dried, and stored, then
measured using a portable digital detector (Digilert 50).

The laboratory background radiation was recorded at 0.08288 pSv/h,
corresponding to an annual value of 726 uSv/y. The imported wood samples
exhibited annual dose values of 181.538 uSv/y for Mousky wood and
112.315 pSv/y for Azezi wood, while the annual dose for local wood reached
173.342 uSv/y. The results indicate that Azezi wood contributes the least to
the radiation dose, at 4.7%, whereas the average dose from Mousky wood
.represents 7.6% of the global average of total natural background radiation
These findings confirm that the use of such wood in buildings across Homs is
entirely safe and complies with international radiation protection standards.

Keywords: Swedish Wood, Pinus brutia, natural radioactivity, Digilert 50
detector, effective dose.
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1 992 8.267 0.0827 724.16
2 998 8.317 0.0832 728.54
3 1005 8.375 0.0838 733.65
4 985 8.208 0.0821 719.05
5 994 8.283 0.0828 725.62
6 1001 8.342 0.0834 730.73
7 988 8.233 0.0823 721.24
8 1015 8.458 0.0846 740.95
9 972 8.100 0.0810 709.56
10 996 8.300 0.0830 727.08
11 990 8.250 0.0825 722.7
12 1003 8.358 0.0836 732.19
13 999 8.325 0.0833 729.27
14 982 8.183 0.0818 716.86
15 995 8.292 0.0829 726.35
16 1008 8.400 0.0840 735.84
17 989 8.242 0.0824 721.97
18 1035 8.625 0.0863 755.55
19 955 7.958 0.0796 697.15
20 997 8.308 0.0831 727.81
21 1000 8.333 0.0833 730

22 991 8.258 0.0826 723.43
23 986 8.217 0.0822 719.78
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| Cn al il | D dcied dejall | A el uf"“ - u{"“ e mfnuﬁ“
RE] (cpm) (nGy/h) uSv el T R
(uSv/h) (uSv/d) (wSv/y)

1 2.546 25.458 0.076 0.025 0.611 124.888
2 1.990 19.903 0.060 0.020 0.478 97.635
3 2.518 25.181 0.076 0.025 0.604 123.526
4 2.029 20.292 0.061 0.020 0.487 99.543
5 2.496 24.958 0.075 0.025 0.599 122.436
6 2.068 20.681 0.062 0.021 0.496 101.451
7 2.479 24.792 0.074 0.025 0.595 121.618
8 2.107 21.069 0.063 0.021 0.506 103.358
9 2.463 24.625 0.074 0.025 0.591 120.800
10 2.135 21.347 0.064 0.021 0.512 104.721
11 2.446 24.458 0.073 0.024 0.587 119.983
12 2.163 21.625 0.065 0.022 0.519 106.084
13 2.418 24.181 0.073 0.024 0.580 118.620
14 2.185 21.847 0.066 0.022 0.524 107.174
15 2.390 23.903 0.072 0.024 0.574 117.257
16 2.218 22.181 0.067 0.022 0.532 108.809
17 2.368 23.681 0.071 0.024 0.568 116.167
18 2.229 22.292 0.067 0.022 0.535 109.354
19 2.346 23.458 0.070 0.023 0.563 115.077
20 2.240 22.403 0.067 0.022 0.538 109.899
21 2.329 23.292 0.070 0.023 0.559 114.260
22 2.251 22514 0.068 0.023 0.540 110.444
23 2.313 23.125 0.069 0.023 0.555 113.442
24 2.263 22.625 0.068 0.023 0.543 110.989
25 2.301 23.014 0.069 0.023 0.552 112.897
26 2.268 22.681 0.068 0.023 0.544 111.262
27 2.290 22.903 0.069 0.023 0.550 112.352
28 2.274 22.736 0.068 0.023 0.546 111.534
29 2.285 22.847 0.069 0.023 0.548 112.079
30 2.279 22.792 0.068 0.023 0.547 111.807
(uSv/y) Mean 112.315

Standard Deviation(uSv/y) 7.021

Minimum(uSv/y) 97.635

Maximum(uSv/y) 124.888

RSD (%) = (SD /X) x 100 6.25 %
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1| 3763| 37.625| 0113| 0038| 0903| 184573
2| 3568 35681| 0107| 0036| 0856 175035
3|  3620| 36292| 0109| 0036| 0871| 178.032
4|  3768| 37.681| 0113| 0038 | 0004| 184.846
5| 3801 38014| 0114| 0038| 0912| 186481
6| 3690 36903| 0111| 0037| 0886 181.030
71 3379 33792| 0101| 0034| 0811| 165768
8| 3768 37.681| 0113| 0038| 0004| 184.846
9| 3913| 39125| 0117| 0039| 0939| 191932
10| 3840 38403| 0115| 0038| 0922 | 188.389
11|  3590| 35903 | 0108| 0036| 0862 176.125
12| 3729| 37202| 0112| 0037| 0895| 182.938
13| 3663| 36625| 0110 0037| 0879 179.668
14| 3951| 39514 | 0119| 0040| 0948 | 193.839
15| 3879| 38792| 0116| 0039| 0931 | 190.296
16|  3713| 37.425| 0111 0037| 0891 182.120
17| 3546| 35458 | 0106 0035| 0851 | 173.944
18| 3990 | 39903 | 0120| 0040| 0958 | 195747
19|  3551| 35514 | 0107| 0036| 0852 174217
20| 3618|  36481| 0109| 0036| 0868 | 177.487
21| 3679| 36792| 0110| 0037 0883| 180.485
22| 3790|  37.903| 0114| 0038| 0910 | 185936
23| 3746|  37458| 0112| 0037| 0899 | 183.756
24| 3601|  36014| 0108| 0036 0.864| 176.670
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25 3.529 35.292 | 0.106 0.035 0.847 | 173.127

26 3.863 38.625 | 0.116 0.039 0.927 | 189.479

27 3.413 34.125 | 0.102 0.034 0.819 | 167.404

28 3.751 37.514 | 0.113 0.038 0.900 | 184.028

29 3.579 35.792 | 0.107 0.036 0.859 | 175.580

30 3.718 37.181 | 0.112 0.037 0.892 | 182.393

Mean(uSv/y) 181.539
Standard Deviation(uSv/y) 7.267
Minimum(pSv/y) 165.768
Maximum(uSv/y) 195.747
RSD (%) = (SD /) x 100 4.00%
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Geldl de jall Jasal _aall jlaasy Julas

0.045 y=-0.000019009x+0.037301117
RZ.: 0.012758256

3 o L D L R P L
2 0.030
}' :; 0.025
’i 9 0.020

0.015
= 0.010

0.005

0.000

0 B 10 15 20 25 30 35
Bl o8

Susall uial Lelud) Aol Jural i) jlaaiy) Julad —6— JSill
i) nplall dd -4-2-3

(lanal) s ) sl ai liad Re ) idgally e all o8 (4) o) Jsoall (il

(gr'&)'"“) ssiall dd e Aaslil Lelady) clsall ﬁé —4-= Jsx

5 | s | e deall | desal daee | dejall Jse | aladll dlledl
Skl | cnepm) | D (Gy/py | S | =W st sl
uSv (uSv/h) mSv/d) | (uSv/y)
1 3.546 35458 | 0106 | 0035 0851 | 173.944
2 3.479 34792 | 0104 | 0035 0835 | 170674
3 3.624 36236 | 0109 | 0036 0870 | 177.760
4 3.535 35347 | 0106 | 0035 0848 | 173.399
5 3.668 36681 | 0110 | 0037 0880 | 179.940
6 3.546 35458 | 0106 | 0035 0851 | 173.944
7 3.435 34347 | 0103 | 0034 0824 | 168.494
8 3713 37125 | 0111 | 0037 0891 | 182120
9 3579 35792 | 0107 | 0036 0859 | 175580
10 | 3513 35125 | 0105 | 0035 0843 | 172309
11 | 3768 37681 | 0113 | 0038 0904 | 184.846
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12 3.546 35.458 0.106 0.035 0.851 173.944
13 3.601 36.014 0.108 0.036 0.864 176.670
14 3.685 36.847 0.111 0.037 0.884 180.758
15 3.490 34.903 0.105 0.035 0.838 171.219
16 3.824 38.236 0.115 0.038 0.918 187.571
17 3.557 35.569 0.107 0.036 0.854 174.489
18 3.463 34.625 0.104 0.035 0.831 169.856
19 3.746 37.458 0.112 0.037 0.899 183.756
20 3.590 35.903 0.108 0.036 0.862 176.125
21 3.646 36.458 0.109 0.036 0.875 178.850
22 3.390 33.903 0.102 0.034 0.814 166.313
23 3.790 37.903 0.114 0.038 0.910 185.936
24 3.524 35.236 0.106 0.035 0.846 172.854
25 3.546 35.458 0.106 0.035 0.851 173.944
26 3.657 36.569 0.110 0.037 0.878 179.395
27 3.446 34.458 0.103 0.034 0.827 169.039
28 3.757 37.569 0.113 0.038 0.902 184.301
29 3.613 36.125 0.108 0.036 0.867 177.215
30 3.568 35.681 0.107 0.036 0.856 175.035

(Mean) pSvly | 176.343
Standard Deviation (uSv/y) | 5.492
Minimum (uSv/y) 166.313
Maximum(uSv/y) 187.571
RSD (%) = (SD / x) x 100 3.16%

s (8) JSal ey Lty e Ll ilejall eV ama 51 ()l 50l (7) SN (pmpminny
A Qi) sl laasy)
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Lol Lle de jal a5 il 7 sda

el ) gal

O Rr N WRUAN®W

g%m\ D’-‘S\ 0,55\ Q%‘E’\ 036\ c;,_;\\ 0,;.\ Q,,_‘%\ 0”-‘9’\

o o ;1 a0
S oF e

(uSv/h) Leladt 4o jali Jaaa

@

) nsial) cuia el Lo ) doal) Jaaal @bsill g3 —7- Jeadl

el e jall Jaadl GL.;JI Dhaaiy) Jalas

0.045 y =0.000013447x+0.035738793
0.040 R?=0.011178848
0.035 05‘0'0;90.--‘.0'. ....-."‘..‘!..'
0.030
0.025
0.020
0.015
0.010
0.005
0.000

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35

bl a8,

Al de ol i
1S V/h

el psiall il el dejal) Jamal Shal laaiy) Jilad —8- (e

gyl QLEAM elady) Blal ¢ )l Jlaty Bl —4-3

il Laal) e 280 Tjlie Ly Liliaa) Silas (9) o8 JSally (5) o) Jaall s
il gy eyl (RSD) il aasiy clepall lwall Jasgial) e laie Wl Lyyas
i 1Y) Lo ley!
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) ) ] ] . s
e pUSs icall bagia Ll daiall Loall daal) L4l
i) (gylandl) Slal Aledll Gyl | Gyl dejall | dygid) dejall o
(S 5P
(RSD%) | (y/SVWw) |  (uSv/y) (uSv/y) (uSv/y)
AJ&,“J\Q'_\.&.A
6.25% 7.021 112.315 124.888 97.635 .
(w5
Lgudl adS
4.00% 7.269 181.538 195.747 165.768
(Suasall)
s
3.16% 5.580 176.342 187.571 166313 | 27T T
i

s ) Gl G Aglas) AN @3 B8 agas (ANOVA) il Jilas ekl

200
180
160

120

(HSV/y) bl 45 il de 2l das s

() vedl s

_u._nl,_._x

=3 ).11 u}...cul‘_.a.

.(F(2187): 1011.27, P<0.001)
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(173.342 pSv/y) adl 'Sl s all 4l «( 181.538 pSv/y) Lsiull dlledl

(112315 pSv/y) Lo siar Uela) daalus J8Y1 58 'ghiall disud) i (IS Laiyy

Gluagilly clalitiuy) -5
alatiiay) -5-1
ol dad Ji s Agdaall GLEaY) G (5) Jsaad) bl Slaaay) syl (2 i< .1

Calia¥) Ly Ll 3 Ulle Loy Luslas (S Las .(RSD% = 3.16%) (ausill (g)linall
sl alae aaeil agmy ST Ll cupelal (Sassally ghal) 5 ginsall

323 ((UNSCEAR 2000) saaiall aadld dpalad) dialll jules ao dosslpall o8 il ailiay .2
Glial e daslll dejal) lagie of G ¢ ALY a0l e 18 A wsliall ailll apen
¢ A ) £ iU el Jasgiall (00 7.6% L i 5 (181.538 uSv/y) (Sassal
en 2x3 L (e b ) daalise 8 Al il Tyl i) LAY (ghial) ays ) (il ey

Al ALl Lagpi bty Ll Al Ayl lial gl

2)lie dmitie e la) lygiae Slliay (g yaall aZidll of Aysindl dejall il eyl sl 3
Loyl J8ls ccasilyal) deya (e Jlal daaes saiy JB1 Alaiial) de ) cuilS ) (gAY Ll o g
claall 3 [16-17] bl po Lyl cllds ¢ ea¥) Coshally Cuiany) desa (e JUdl

Jil 25 (155.76 pSU/y) dusprall il e Al Ayl Aladll il cialy 4
(726.0288 uSv/y ) paall dusindl Aladll de al) Javesia (0 330 4.66 sais

i) e R Gyl il g ) agay e lasY) Bl b ol o ) e
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